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„I charge you, O Woux, for the love you bear to Mx, to 
« like as much of this PLAx as pleaſes them; and I charge you, 
« O Men, for the love you bear to Women, to like as much 
e as pleaſes them; that, between you and the Women, the Play 


« may pleaſe.” 
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AM conſcious of ſo many defects in the following 

performance, that I ſhould think myſelf inexcuſable 
it I ventured it into the world, without firſt heſpeaking 
the indulgence of the good-natured Reader, by inform- 
ing him, that it is not only a Firſt Play, but the firſt li- 
terary production of its Author. 


Wren this is conſidered, it is to be hoped that the 
Piece will not meet with a very ſevere examination from 
the public; but, to atone further for the many faults 
with which this trifling work abounds, I have modelled 
it on the ſtricteſt rules which the modern Dx ama would 
admit of, —The Scene does not ſhift once trom the 


beginning of the Play to the end : the Time which the 


action is ſuppoſed to take, does not exceed that of the 
Repreſentation ; and, altho* I muſt own there is a Du- 
plicity in the Plot, yet I flatter myſelf that the two 
actions will be found to be naturally connected, and 
to depend mutually upon each other. 


I THovGHT theſe reſtrictions abſolutely neceſſary to 
compenſate, at leaſt in ſome degree, for the weakneſs 
of the CoMmepy. I ſhall not treſpaſs further on the 
Reader's leiſure, but ſubmit the piece to his cenſure ; 
only entreating him to keep all along in mind the in- 


formation I haye given him in the beginning of my 
PREFACE, 


Dra- 


Dramatis Perſons. 


M E . 

A Merchant, Guardian 1 

Sir JosHUA GRIMBEARD, 3 70 Cælia, and in love © 
L 87th ber. E 

Sir GEOFFRY ANCIENT, In le with Miſi Va- | 
pouriſh. \ 

CHARLES, Son to Sin Joſhua. | 
Doctor BoLus, A Phyſician. 
Mr. W1TFULL 3 

WOM E N. 


Miſs CLIA WooDvILLE. 
Miſs VArOURISER, Her Aunt, 
SERVANTS, c. 


3CEN E, A Rcom in Sir Joſhua Grimbeard's 
| Houſe in LONDON. 


TIME, The ſame with the Repreſentation. 
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t . 
' Screws A Romin Sir Joſhua's Tenſe. 
8 Mzijs Vapouriſh and Czlia, meeting. 


han N. V. 00D-MORROW, my dear Czlia.---how 
did you reſt ? 

C2. Pretty well, ma'am. 

M. J. Pray, Cely, how do I look to-day ? 

Cz. Remarkably well, I think. 

M. V. Indeed '!---Im afraid you flatter me.--- 

a'nt I paler than ordinary? 


; Cz. No;---I think you have rather more colour 
than ordinary, 
| . V. O don't fay ſo, my dear.---More colour! 
-O fie!---I hope it isnt true.---I vow, if Sir 
| Geoffry Ancient had ſaid ſuch a thing to me, I'd 
; diſcard him for ever. ” Gs 
Ca. Now you mention Sir Geoffry, I think you 
: ſhou'd'nt be fo cruel to the poor ſwain. 
N. V. Cruel!---Oh, my dear, he has a great deal 

more to go thro! before he ſhall make a conqueſt 
of me, I can aſſure you. 
| Cz. But conſider how long you have made him 
| languiſh _ 3 5 
N. V. Long l- long did you ſay ?- Why, child, 
ſure it's hardly ſeven years ſince he firſt courted 
me l- to be ſure then I was a fine creature !---at 
leaſt the men ſaid ſo- - but time time you know 
Ein ſhort Tam not what I was ſeven years ago 
I am not indeed! 

* B Cz. 
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. Ce. And pray, ma'am, don't you think ſeven \, 
years 
M. V. Why, ſeven years is ſome time, that's cer- 
tain; and I think the expiration of his courtſhip 
is near at hand.---I fancy I ſhall reſign my- 
ſelf into his longing arms very ſhortly.---I have this 
inſtant received a very polite card from him---here 
it is-—read it. 
Cz. (reads.) Sir Geoffry Ancient craves per- 
© miſſion humbly to preſent his moſt profound duty 
and reſpects unto the too lovely Miſs Vapouriſh ; 
© and, it it be not inconvenient, will have the hap- 
* pineſs of waiting on her this morning, in order to 
« receive his final doom from her fair lips.--- Very 
polite indeed ! 
M. V. Ay; I muſt fay that for him-—he has | 
more of a gentleman, and more courteſy and po- 
liteneſs than any of the young rattle-pated fellows * 
of the preſent time. ; 
Cz. And pray what anſwer did you ſend to this 
meilage ?---I hope a favourable one. 
| M. V. Yes, J have conſented to admit him, tho' 
I tremble at the thoughts of his declaring himſelf! 
l don't know how I ſhall behave, I proteſt.— 
Don't you think, my dear Cælia, (now tell me ſin- 
cerely)---don't you think it will look forward in 
me to accept of his hand this way ? 
Caæ. What l after ſeven years courtſhip ? 
M. J. That, to be ſure ;---that does bear me up; 
---that gives me ſome conſolation .---I hope I ſhall 
not be thought forward.---We girls ſhou'd be 
mighty careful to avoid that.---But I muſt ſee my 
phyſician before I admit Sir Geoffry.---I ani not at 
all well to-day.---abſolutely out of order---quite 
bow-1/h. | ; Le. 
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Ce. What is the matter with you, ma'am ? 
M. J. The matter with me, child !---Lord bleſs 


me, how ſhou'd I know ?---It's the doctor's buſi- 
- neſs to find that out.---But now I think on't, I 


Wanted to conſult you about a certain affair.---You 


' muſt know that I am not at all pleaſed with Dr. 
| Meanwell. 


Cz. How comes that ? 
M. V. Why, he does'nt ſeem to know my con- 


ſtitution.— He tells me I have no need of a phy- 
; fician, and that I am very well, if I wou'd but 


: think myſelf fo. 
Ce. (afide) I believe he's much in the right of that. 


M. J. Now, my dear niece, you know this is 


very provoking, to be told by one's phyſician that 
: ones very well, when one knows to the contrary : 


0 I have reſolved to diſcard him, and to take 


: another. | 


Cz. And pray who have you pitch'd upon? 

M. V. Why Lady Camomile commends a 
young man, one Dr. Bolus. She fays he's a 
mighty knowing perſon, and will find out one's 
illneſs in a moment.---Beſides, I ſhall want him 
on more accounts than one.---You know my poor 
monkey is in a dangerous way. 

Cz. Your monkey, ma'am What ails him? 
M. V. He has got a deſperate cold (poor animal!) 
and I am afraid it's going to fall upon his lungs, 
for he begins to cough like a little old man.---poor 
Darius !---I ſhall never ſurvive him.---If Tm to 
loſe my poor little Darius, I'll bid adieu to the 
world, and give myſelf up to ſolitude and deſpair. 
Cz. I hope it won't come to that ; but if it did--- 

V. J. What !---if he was to die? 
; B 2 Cz . 


[ 
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C2. Ay, if he was to die, ſurely--- 

M. J. O don't talk of it, my dear niece: don't 
mention it. -I can't think on't without ſhuddering,! 
---and yet to be ſure we are all mortal !---ſooner 
or later we muſt all go, and my poor Darius muſt 
dic as well as myſelf. 

Cz. Nothing more certain. 

M. V. Very true---my poor dear monkey muſt 
partake of the general doom :---as the poet ſays, 

*The paths of glory lead but to the grave. 

But come, Czlia, let us change the diſcourſe, for 
I proteſt this ſubſect makes me quite melancholy. 
Do you know that I have made a diſcovery. 

Cz. A diſcovery !---of what, pray? 

M. V. Of ſomething you little think of.---Have 
you obſerved Sir Joſhua Grimbeard of late, niece ? 

Ce. My guardian, ma'am !---No---I can't fay I 
have obſerved any thing unuſual in his conduct of 
late, | 


M. V. Indeed |---Why han't he refuſed a great 


many matches that offer'd for you ? 


Ce. He has ; but I diſliked them all. 

M. J. It may be fo; but I am very ſorry tho', 
for your ſake, that your father's will enjoins you 
not to marry without his conſent.---I am afraid he 


was miſtaken in the opinion he had of Sir Joſhua. 


Cz. Then you ſeem to think--- 
M. J. Hear me out, my dear.---Your father 
(Who, you know, had been join'd with him ſome 
years in an extenſive commerce) took him for a 


man of ſtrict honour, that, in every point, would 
ſeek your advantage, even preferably to his own in- 


tereſt : but Sir Joſhua, I fear, has very different in- 


tentions ; and I am much miſtaken if you ever 


obtain his conſent to marry any one, 
Cx, Þ 
* Gray's Elegy in a Country Churchyard. . 
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Cz. You talk in riddles ! 

M. J. Why the matter, I am convinced, is nei- 
ther more nor leſs than this; he thinks a fine girl, 
with thirty thouſand pounds in her pocket, too 


' agreeable a thing to give out of his power; and 


ſo has a mind to marry you himſelf. 
Cz. To marry me himſelf ! 


M. V. Ay, to marry you himſelf; and by that 


means to get both your perſon and fortune in his 
' own poſſeſſion. 


Ce. You ſurpriſe me. Have you any reaſon to 


think ſo? 


M. V. Reaſon enough ;—but I fee him coming 


this way. Let us retire into my chamber and III 
tell you. (Exeunt) 


Enter Sir Joſhua. 

S. J. Iam afraid this curſt aunt of her's begins 
to ſmoak my deſigns upon the girl.—Tho' her 
head's full of nothing but vapours, hyſterics, mon- 
keys and lap-dogs, ſhe's no fool at bottom, and 
can ſee as far into a millſtone as another..—And 


what matter if ſhe does gueſs what I'm about ? — 


When I marry her ſhe muſt needs know it. But 
the affair requires haſte, or elſe Cælia may throw 


herſelf away in the mean time. — That was what 


her father meant to avoid by leaving me her guar- 
dian.—But did he mean that I ſhou'd marry her? 
No ſuch thing...-Well, its but a trifling addition 
to the old man's will, which he might not perhaps 


have conſented to during his life; but which 


(thanks to fortune !) he can put no ſtop to, now 


he's in his grave. This morning, then, I'll take 


£ p 
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courage, and declare myſelf, and to-morrow at 
furtheſt 
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furtheſt ſhall put me in poſſeſſion of thirty thouſand 
pounds, and her perſon into the bargain. 
Enter Charles. 
So, Mr. Rakehell, where have you been? —Out 
till one o clock in the morning with your balls, and 
aſſemblies, and—and—and—TI cou'd find it in 
my heart—Oons, Sir, did you ever ſee me do any 
ſuch thing ? Why can't you ſtay at home ſoberly 
as I do? don't go to balls, and ſerenades, and 
aſſemblies - Do I? 
Cba. It wou'd'nt befit your time of life, Sir. 

S. J. It wou'd'nt befit my time of life Very 
pretty, indeed! Why, do you know, Sir, that I 
am but nine and fifty ; and that except a touch of 
the gout, a little rheumatiſm, ſore eyes and tooth- 
ach, and pains in my limbs, — I am as ſtrong and 
vigorous as I was at five and twenty ? 

Cha. Sir, I never queſtion'd — 

S. J. Never queſtion'd !}-—no, Sir, — nor I deſire 
you may never queſtion any ſuch thing. —— Looks ! 
a fellow that I had the goodneſs (out of my own 
bounty and free- will) to bring into the world, to 
go and ſtare me in the face, and tell me—but it's 
no matter—it's no matter—1'll talk no more about 
FS | 
Cha. Then we had better call another ſubject.— 
I was inform'd you defired to ſpeak with me. 

S. J. Ay, very true.—I had almoſt forgot. -I 
am glad you came in as you did, for I had ſome- 
thing to ſay to you. 

Cha. Concerning what, Sir ? 
S. J. Concerning what, Sir ?— What the devil! 
can't you wait till it's my will and pleaſure to tell 

vou? Lou are ina damnable hurry methinks! 


Cl, 


4 
| 
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Cha. I am very willing to wait, I aſſure you. (going 
S. J. Stay, Stay. vince I ſee you have a great 


mind to know it, I don't care if for once I gratify 
your curioſity. I Il tell you.— I've thoughts of 
marrying, Charles. 


Cha. Of marrying, Sir? 
S. J. Of marrying, Sir —Ay of marrying, Sir: 


What is there ſtrange in that, pray? — But I 


wou'd'nt do this tho' without adviſing with my 
friends about it. Now what kind of a wife do 
you think I ſhou'd take? 


Cha. Do you aſk only out of curioſity, or wou'd 


you follow my advice? 


S. J. Oh, follow your advice to be ſure! 
Cha. Why I think a widow, —a ſtay d ſober per- 


ſon of about fifty, that underſtood the manage- 


ment of a houſe.— 
S. J. A perſon of fifty - Odsbud, Son, I am not 
chuſing a houſe-keeper, I want a wife—a wife, 


Cha. So I mean, Sir ;— a lady, ſuch as I have 


| deſcribed, wou'd, in my opinion, be the propereſt 
wife for you. | | 


S. J. Now, do you know, Mr, Charles, that 


your advice is thrown away upon me, for I am 


determined already. 
Cha. Then why did you conſult me ? | 
S. J. Why did I conſult you ?—Why to—to 


! — to take your advice in caſe you had been of my 
mind, and to follow my own inclination if you 
Was not. | 


1 1 
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Cha, Well reſolved, indeed! 

S. J. And why that ſneer, good Mr. Wiſdom * 

Yes, it is very well reſolved; and I can tell you, 
| Sir, 
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commands, or rather at the requeſt, of Miſs Va- 
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Sir, that I am not at all pleaſed that you ſhou'd 


force your advice upon me in this manner, and 
that for the future you had better keep it to your- n 


ſelf. = 
Cha. So I will with you, I promiſe you But 
pray is it a ſecret who you intend to marry ? * 
S. J. A ſecret no no- that was what I want- 
ed to tell you. It is------ but who comes here? 
Enter Doctor Bolus. i] 

Bol. May I preſume to aſk, Sir, if Miſs Vapour- I 
iſh be vi/ible ? 7 


S. J. Viſible !-—Oons what a queſtion !—You q 
want to know if Miſs Vapouriſh be viſible, as you 
call it? 

Bol. You have gueſs'd it.— That is the ſum or ©; 
aggregate of my demand. | A 

S. J. The aggregate of your demand !— And a 
pray what brought you here, Mr. Aggregate? 1 

Bol. Such a queſtion hath ſeldom been aſk'd 4 
me. 

S. J. Well, Sir, it's aſk'd you now; and I with g 


you'd anfwer it. 


Bol. Sir, I ſcorn to intrude.—l'm here by the K 


pouriſh. h 
S. 7. Oh! I beg pardon.— Vou are ſome apo- þ 


| thecary, I ſuppoſe, come to adminiſter the grand 


myſtery of your trade or calling ? y 
Bol. Do you mean to affront me, Sir? P 
Cha, I am afraid you miſtake the gentleman's : 

profeſſion. h 
Bol. An Apothecary !----Sir, I will not be in- 

ſulted the myſtery of an Apothecary indeed. | 
S. 7. Well, what the devil are you then ? * 

Bol. 
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Bol. To vindicate my own henour, Sir, I ſhall 

| inform you; for otherwiſe you do not deſerve an 
anſwer. 

But FS. J. Not deſerve an anſwer !—Oon's was there 

wer ſuch a {coundrel!-—Tell me who you are this 

moment, or by the primmer------ 

Bol. Patience, good Sir.—l diſcern that you have 
large portion of the 7rafſcrvle in your compoſiticn ; 
_ heretore to avoid doing you an injury by fomenting 

ind 77r77atins in you the paſſion of anger, which 
n nt be of great de{riment to your ſiſlem --- 

F. J. Come, Sir, anſwer my queſtion, 

Bol. Really, Sir, you are immoderately haſty; 
—]1 was preparing to ſatisfy you, when you fo 

* nappiſhly interrupted me. The world in general 
Ind“ Lager to know people of diſtinguiſh'd abilities; 

ind therefore (inſtead of blaming) I find myſelf 
1 1 zeceſ/itated, in this fingle point, to approve, or at 
- eaſt excuſe, your curiolity. o : 
ith S. J Death, Sir, are you trifling with me ?— 
* What is it you mean ? 

Bol. A ſhort, but neceſſary prelude, or promium, 
xefore I enter upon the ſubject- matter in debate. 

5. J. Let me have none of your proæmiums 
hen, for I don't like em but tell me this in- 
0” tant who you are. 
nd By}. My name, Sir, is Cyrus-Ephraim-Bolus ; 

nd I have the honour to be of the learn'd brother- 

, (ood of phyſicians; or (to uſe a purer phraſe) I 
ns ppertain to the faculty :— Medicine Doctor, at 
our Service. 
mn S. J. Oh, Icry you mercy !—Well, Mr. Me- 

licinæ Doctor, if you'll take the trouble to walk 
ato the next chamber, you'll find Miſs Vapourith. 
3% ® C Bol. 
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Bel. (to Sir Joſhua) Sir, your devoted, obſc. D 
quious humble Servant. (fo Charles) Yours, 
(Eæit t 
S. J. Damn the Coxcomb !—he has put ever; te. 
thing out of my head that I was going to tell you, Jar 
----Befides, I have a little buſineſs at pretent- 
We'll talk about theſe Affairs another time. (Ext., 2D 
Cha. Very well, Sir.—I ſee he does'nt ſuſpect 
any thing ot my love to Czlia.—Who can this be P 
he intends to marry? No matter.-His being 
inclined that way himſelf, will only make him the V 
readier to conſent to my union with his charming 
ward; for to attempt to ſteal a match wou'd be | 
impracticable, as I am afraid her delicacy woud J © 
never permit her to conſent to it—I muſt hae 
ſome talk with her, and come to a reſolution } | 
without delay, for every inſtant I loſe till then, de- 
prives me of ſo much happineſs. —They are con- 
ing this way.-[1] retire till a more convenient op- 
portunity to ſpeak to her preſents itſelf. (Exil. 


Enter Mis Vapouriſh, Cælia, and Doclor Bolus. . 


caſe ? q 

Bol. Why, Madam, I wou'd not be willing tog 
affright you, becauſe I do not hold it to be the 
part of an ingenuous diſintereſted perſon ; but, ne- 
yeatheleſs, I cannot avoid being of opinion that 
your ſymptoms are extremely dangerous. | 

M. J. Extremely dangerous! 

Bol. Be under no apprehenſions, Madam.— I, 
ſay extremely dangerous; but far be it from me to 
infinuate that your caſe is remedileſs, No: — 


Doubtlels 


M. V. Well, Doctor, what do you think of my r 


7? 
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A! Doubtleſs it is in the power of medicine, {kilfully 
e Yadminiſter'd, to relieve you radically ; altho', on 
the other hand, it muſt be acknowledged that the 

„ Ftrouble will be great; the enterpriſe hazardous; 

„and the cure (if effected) /uper/atively aſtonithia -. 
MI. J. Sir, I have no doubt of your abilities ; but 
„ Dr. Meanwell------ 

Bal. Dr. Meanwell —Vour late phyſician, I 
be. preſume. | 

ne M. J. The very fame, Sir. — He ſaid my ailment 
he. was of little or no conſequence. 

Ng Hol. So he might, Ma'am ;—fo he might. — 
be! Dr. Meanwell is a man of ſome learning (not to 
14. compare with certain people, to be ſure !)—but he 
ve. 3 has a ſmattering-—He is what we call, tho' inele- 
on gantly, Medicaſter ; that is, a dabbler,—a—a—in 
e- 4 ſhort, a ſmatterer ;—and yet he is now in great 
n. practice. He has experience too,. many years 
p. experience. 

70. Cz. And that mult be of great ſervice to perſons 

j of your profeſſion, Doctor. 

„ Bol. None in the world, Ma'am ;—quite the 

Contrary. 

Wy + Ce. Indeed [ 

3 Bol. O yes, Maam ;—miſleads the judgment; 
----gives a wrong bias to the mental faculties.—— 
People in former times, indeed, entertain'd this 
abſurd, ſingular opinion, and imagined that ex- 
perience was of great uſe to the phyſician ;---= 
but the world hath ſince reform'd this abuſe, 
amongſt many others equally antiquated, weak and 
ridiculous. 

M. V. Then you think a young man, who has 
but juſt finiſh'd his ſtudies----- 
deat] C 2 Bol. 


—— 
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Bol. Oh ſuch a perſon is of fifty times more uſe; 
— the thing is evident. Jou know he has the 1 
ancient authorities freſh in his mind, and—and 
can't be ſuppoſed to be affected that is ſay 2? 
being totally unbias'd and (I mean) —and— 
his reading being (as I obſerved to you)—as I ob- 
ſerved —being (i ſay) not under the parital-1nfit- 
| ence.— being — not Lins g, I mean z— not being 
| tincturcd with any vulgar, any allileral, any that 
is (miſtake me not) I ay—1 wou'd be under- 
| ſtand to mean that—that ſuch a perſon as I have 
deſcribed - ſuch a p< erion, I ay fluch a—lIn ſhort, 
its needleſs to waſte any more time in proving it, 
for the thing's plain z—it's a felf-evicent propofiticn ; 
and I am fure you muſt, by this time, be perfect- | 
ly ſatisfied of the truth of it. 
Cæ. Indeed, Sir, you have handled the matter 
| in io maſterly a manner, and proved it ſo very 
1 clearly, that I muſt own my{clf a convert to your 
5 Opinion. 17 
Bot. Oh, Madam you do me too much honour! 
But lets to buſineſs, for I have above thirty 
places to call to this Morning. —(to Mis Vapouriſh) 3 
Doctor Meanwell, I ſuppoſe, enjoin'd you to 
keep yourſelt extremely warm and cloſe? F 
M. V. O lord, no!—He deſired me to take as 
much air as ever I cou'd. 
Bol. As much air as you cou'd !---Well, well, 
all's one for that.— That, you know, makes no 
diflorence; for altho heat and cold be phy/ically 


different, yet, in this caſe, their effects are juſt 
the ſame. 


M. J. The fame, Doctor! 
Bol. The very lame. Then he imagines that 
your diſcaſe proceeds from your lungs? M. J. 
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M. V. No. 

Bol. No !—that it lies on your cheſt, perhaps? 

M. J. No, 

Bol. No l- Then he muſt indubitally, moſt 
certainly be of opinion that your 9a:/ment is nervous. 

M. V. No. 

Bol. No l-—bleſs me! Perhaps then he think 
your complaint is a kind of fever on the ſpirits. 

M. V. Exactly that was what he told me. 

Bol. Fever on the ſpirits !---ay, ay,---I knew I 
knew I ſhou'd find it out at firſt gueſs.---Fever on 
the ſpirits !---Then he order d you to be ſure to 
cat nothing but fith ? 

M. V. Quite the contrary :----he order'd me ex- 
preſsly to eat fleſh ; and as for fiſh, that I ought 
never to touch it. 

Bol. Never touch fiſh !---ch !---order you to ab- 
ſtain from any agquatile-nutriment \---Well ; it all 
comes to the ſame thing.---Fiſh and fleſh (tho' 
aiflin&t modifications of animal life) are not, however, 
eſſentially and ſpecifically different they are, in 
many reſpects, perfectly homologous ; fo that, upon 
the whole, it's pretty equal which you take, and 


which you reject. 


M. V. Is it of ſo little conſequence, Doctor? 
Bol. Not a cruple difference. | 
M. JV. Yet Dr. Meanwell faid that Hippocrates-- 
Bol. Hippocrates !----ay.----Why to be ſure, 
Ma'am, Hippocrates was a man of ſome emi- 
nence, (that is, in his time) had a good, pretty, 
{light ſuperficial notion of medicine ,---but, indeed, 
he knew nothing like what we of the preſent ge- 

neration do no, no. 
| M. J. 


j 


— — 2 
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M. V. Very poſſible; but he faid too that Dr. 


Boerhaave---- 
Bol. Oh fye, Madam !----fye, fyc,----fye for 
| ſhame | 
N M. V. Why, what have I faid ? 

Bol. Oh fye, fye; don't mention him.—-A dull, 
heavy, ſtupid Dutchman — ignorant to the laſt 
— 2 . -Boerhaave !---It's a diſgrace to name 

im. f 

Cz. He acquired a great reputation, Sir. ; 

Bol. Unmerited, unmerited.---Madam, it's un- | 
known the blunders that man has committed ;--- 
the harm he has done is unknown. 

Ce. (aſiae) And I believe will ever remain ſo. 

Bol. Boerhaave !----ridiculous !---But, Madam, 
I am in very great haſte at preſent.---If you will 
grant me your permiſſion juſt to pen a preſcription.-- 
| M. V. In my cloſet, Sir, you will find every 
ls thing neccizary. 
| Bol. Then, Madam, I flatter myſelf that J ſhall 

have the ,elicity to order ſuch a preparation as will 
uiujy your intellectual faculties, and (aided by a 
oroper regimen) reſtore you to your priſtine habit of 
body. -The manner of its operation, and the in- 
ſlantanesus effect which I truſt it will have, is this: 
Imprimis (that is, in the firſt place) it is to cauſe 
a briſk, vivacious and ſpirited circulation of the | 1 
maſs of blood, by rarifying its particles, which at 
preſent are fo coagulated, as to cbſtruct, in a great 


* — — — 


„ meaſure, (if not totally) that incgſſant fluctuation, 
* which is indubitably neceſſary to the preſervation of 
A the Individual.---So far its primary effect.—-Secunds 
j- (or ſecondarily) its correſtive quality (or, to uſe a 


U purer phraſe, its facuitas corro/roa) will infalliby 
have 
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have ſuch an zn//uence on the contexture of the 
Sy/iem, as entirely to eradicate every appearance of 
a ſymptom which can be any way conducive towards 
introducing (however remctely) any vicinity, ſimili- 
zuge, or congruence to that Febris (or Fever) which 
is uſually underſtood, and generally denominated b 

the vulgar and familiar ep:thet, or appellation of a 
fever on the ſpirits.------ And now, Madam, that I 
have in this elicit manner unfolded the intended 
operation of my medicine, I ſhall commit it to 
paper, that no time may be loſt in ad miniſtring of it. 

M. V. Sir, I am much obliged to you for your 
trouble; and I hope J ſhall acknowledge it in a 
proper manner. 

Bol. J have no intereſted views in the practice of 
of my profeſſion, Madam.---The benefit of the 
community is my only incentive; however, I make 
not the leaſt doubt, but that out of your inherent 
generoſity, you will moſt bountitully and largely 
requite me for any medical ſervices which it ſhall be 
in my power to render you. 

M. F. Bleſs me! I had like to have forgot: 
There is another thing, Doctor, which I muſt beg 
of you, as a favour, and I proteſt I don't know 
how to mention it. 


Cz. (a/ide) Oh now the monkey Il come upon 
the carpet. 

Bol. Madam, any thing wherein my Abilities--- 

M. V. Ay, Sir, your abilities are indeed what 
I want.---There is one whoſe life I hold as dear as 
my own, now lying fick, and I'm atraid he is in 
a dangerous way. 

Bol. In a dangerous way !---then ſpeedy Aſſiſt- 
ance will be required.---What is his Illneſs ? 


M. J. 


— * — p - 
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M. V. It begun, Sir, by a ſurfeit of fruit; which 


brought on want of reſt; that turn'd into a fever- 
T0 complaint ; which has ſettled in a mclancko!: Y; 
under which he has pincd theſe three or four 
weeks; and now the poor dear creature has got 
ſo deſperate a cold, that really I'm alnioft afraid it 
will carry him to his Grave. 

Bel. (muſling) Fruftus-Crapulc, ſurfeit of fruit: 
This was the firſt ſtage of his diſorder then 
want of reſt ;---then feveriſh complaint ;---and 
deni que (finally) melancholy,----the laſt tage —— 
but farther increaſed, and conſiderably aggravated, 
by an inveterate cold.---This is truly a deplorable, 
a moſt deſperate eaſe.— Poor gentleman ! I pity 
him.---But don't be afflicted, Madam; don't weep, 
beg of you. There may yet be a method found 
out of extricating him from this complicated dil- 
order,---Is he in the houſe, Madam? 

AM. J. He is, Doctor. 

Bel By your concern, Madam, I have reaſon to 
fear that this is ſome near relation of yours; but--- 

Cz. You are in an error, Sir. The perſon my 
Aunt has been talking of is her monkey. 

Bel. Her monkey! 

M. V. Pardon my boldneis, Doctor, in attempt- 
ing to mention ſuch a thing to you, but I aſſure 

OU-== 


Bol. Madam, I am exceſſively ſurpriſed at what- 


J hear.---A monkey !-----I'm not uſed to ſuch 
treatment. 


M. V. Sir, if you'll have a moment's patienCe--= 
Bol. Patence, Madam |---I'm aitoniſh'd !---I'm 
amazed !---that any one can be ſo little acquainted 


veith my lame and char actet as to- 


M. V. 
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M. V. I aſſure you, Doctor, I ſhall ſpare no 


Jexpence on my monkey; and, if you compleat his 
cure, I will reward you more liberally than I 
wou'd for myſelf. 

Bol. Madam, it really is a ſtrange propoſi- 
tion to make to ſuch a perſon as me; neverthe- 
leſs, if you engage to keep the affair an inviolable 
* ſecret — 
M. V. If you deſire it, Sir, no living ſoul ſhall 
: ever know any thing of the matter. 

Bol. On that fiipulation then I ſhall condeſcend 
to take the cure into my hands, and (without va- 
{nity or preſumption) I may prognoſticate that it 
: ſhall have an happy iſſue. 

M. V. Doctor, I cannot expreſs the obligations 
I have to you for this kindneſs ; and I hope my 
poor Darius, by means of your care, will ſoon be 
able to thank you in his own way. 

Bol. Darius, Ma'am who may he be? 
M. V. My dear monkey, Sir. Will you be fo 
kind as to come and ſee him now? 

Bol. Pleaſe to lead the way Ladies, and Ill at- 
tend you. 

M. V. Come Czlia,—let's go to my poor little 
Darius. (Exeunt Miſs Vap. and Cz. 
Bol. A ſtrange conflict this, which I muſt ſuſtain 
between my honour and my intereſt It muſt 
not be known that I attend a monkey. — That 
wou'd ruin me irreverfibly.—I ſhould be call'd 
the pug- doctor - (perhaps worſe) and my Reputa- 
tion blaſted for ever. but ſhe has promiſed to 
keep it a ſecret, by which means I ſhall be ſecure 
from that diſgrace. Then, on the other 
hand, the profits which will ariſe from playing ik 
D this 
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this weak woman, and encouraging her folly, will 

be very great, and muſt vaſtly overbalance my 
trouble. — And beſides (which is the beſt circum- * 
ſtance of all) it will give me a footing in the houſe, 
and enable me to carry on my deſigns upon the 
Niece with a proſpect of ſucceſs ; for, if I can gain 
the Aunt's confidence and good opinion, it will be 
a great ſtep towards accompliſhing my wiſhes in 
getting poſſeſſion of Miſs Woodville's perſon and 
fortune. So! Now for my viſit to the monkey. 


Altho' the ſteps be mean which I purſue, 


They are ennobled by the end in view. 
(Exit. 


END of ACT I. 


The AMO ROUSS GUARDIAN. 19 


. II. 


SCENE continues. 


| Enter Sir Joſhua. 
in 1 . J. DSBUD, this girl runs in my head 


od ſtrangely !—I muſt declare myſelt ; 
„ but I don't know how to ſpeak to her about it.— 
twill look ſo odd for a man of my age to make 
7 addreſſes (as they call it) to a young creature who 
might almoſt be my grand-daughter but who 
knows? — perhaps ſhe might receive em very fa- 
vourably.— By the Primmer III try.---Eh ! no- 
body here! What if I had her call'd down, and 
open d myſelf at once? -A good thought; it ſhall 
be fo.---Who waits there? 
4 Enter à Servant. 
Tell Miſs Woodville that I would be glad to ſpeak 
2 with her. (Exit Servant. 
Well, now what ſhall I fay to her ?---how ſhall I 
7 begin ?---Odsheart, how unlucky it is that I ſhou'd 
never have made love; for I didn't ſpend much 
7 kindneſs on my late wife, as I took her merely for 
her money.---It's ſomething late with me now to 
learn thoſe affairs.---Eh ! Faith here ſhe comes !--- 
Il muſt Cen do as well as I can, for I ſhall have no 
| 4 time to ſtudy. 


Enter Cælia. 


Czlia, how do you do, child ?---I ſent for you to 
10 


TY 
Ce. Sir! 


D 2 5. J. 
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SF I ſay, I ſent---I ſent for you to--to tell you! 
chat (aſide) Odsbud, I ſhall never get it out! 
Ce. Have you any particular buſineſs with me, 
Sir Joſhua? 
S. 7. Particular buſineſs !---yes yes, I have, and 
very particular buſineſs too, I aſſure yon. 
Ce. (Ajide) J am afraid my Aunt's gueſs is but 
too true Lord, how I dread what he's going 
to ay to me | 
S. J. (fide) She looks vex'd at ſomething ; 
had I beſt ſpeak to her now, or wait till ſhe's in a if 
better humour ? : 
Cz. (Afide) He ſees my confuſion ;---what ſhall ? 
I do ?---I am ready to fink into the earth ! 1 
S. J. (Aide) 1 am afraid ſhe perceives my em- ; 
baraſſment; I wiſh I had not called her down at 1 
all! 
Cz. (Afd:) He won't ſpeak.---So much the bel. ö 
er. -I wiſh he was dumb! 3 
S. J. (Ade) What ſhall I ſay?— well; it is g 
but trying. When I have once begun, it won't be 
fo difficult. —Cælia s 
Ce. Sir! | 7 
S. J. Hadn't we better fit down, child ?--] have 1 
ſomething to ſay to you. q 
Ce. Juſt as you pleaſe, Sir (They ft. 
S. J. Hem !---pray now---a hem! „ 
what's your opinion of the weather, Czlia ? 
Ce. My opinion of the weather, Sir! | 
S. J. Ay, do you think we are likely to have 
more froſt, or whether it will be a thaw ? 4 
Cz. You ſhou'd know beſt, Sir; you're Juſt come 
from abroad. | | 
8. 1 


dear (Oh, now I have it!) 


The AMoRous GUARDIAN. 21 


S. J. True: I was in the city---I was in the 
city this morning as you fay, it is very true---a--a-- 
hem (Aide) What the devil ſhall J ſay 
now to keep up the converſation ? Pray Cæ- 
lia,---pray---hem !---pray did you hear how the 
ſtocks were to-day ? 
. Ce, The ſtocks, Sir Joſhua !l———/A/de) A 
mighty entertaining ſubject 
S. 7. Ay, at what price they were.---were they 
much above par: ( Aſide) Pox on't, ſhe won't 
anſwer :---that wasn't a good queſtion. I muſt 
think of ſomething elſe to ſay to her,---ſomething 
that may divert her ——Czlia,---pray now, my 
prithee can you tell 
me how long it is ſince your father and mother 
are dead? You know they died pretty much at the 


ſame time. | 
(Riſing.) 


Cz. Good G-d, what a queſtion ! 
Pray, Sir Joſhua, what have I done to you that 


could provoke you to put me to ſuch pain ? Indeed 
it's very cruel. | 


S. J. (Aſide) Odſo, I never thought of that !-- 
it was not a proper queſtion indeed: My dear, 
I beg your pardon.— I did not mean to offend you. 

Ce. You muſt have known, Sir, how dear m 
honour'd parents were to me; and I cannot but 
think it extraordinary, that you ſhould thus, by re- 
minding me of their loſs, purpoſely ſet before me 
the greateſt misfortune that has ever befallen me. 

S. J. (Afide.) Lookers, this is damn'd unlucky, 
that I ſhou'd have ſet her a crying, when I wanted 
to make her merry. To be ſure, Cælia, it was 


very wrong. Dry your eyes, my dear,--very wrong 


indeed !—-I am ſorry I mentioned it; extremely 
{orry 


22 The AM 0Rous GUARDIAN, 

ſorry I aſſure you.——(4/e) By the Primmer I'm 
adrift now ; I don't know what the duce to fay to 
her.—I had better ſend her away, I believe, and 
wait till another time.——Czlia, I have told you 
what I had to ſay.— I ſhan't want you any more. 


Cz. (Aſide) Thank my ſtars It's very well, 
Sir. (Ging. 
S. J. Ill talk to you another time, child. Vou 
may go. 

Ce. ( Afiae.) I ſhan't be told twice, I promiſe 
him. (Exit. 

S. J. Well, I fee it's in vain to endeavour to talk 
to her about it: 1 cannot do it for the blood o me. 
—_—Yet ſome way or other, the thing muſt be done. 
Im forty I let her go.—I might perhaps have 
taken courage, and ſpoke to her after all. —Shall I 
have her cal'd again? No. She'd take me for a 
tool :that will not do.— How ſhall I manage? 
———Hiſt !—here's ſomebody coming. 

Enter Sir Geoftry Ancient. 

Sir G. My good friend Sir Joſhua, I am glad to 
ſee you. Pray how does my cruel {air-one, the in- 
exorable Miſs Vapouriſh? 

S. J. I hav'nt ſeen her to-day, Sir Geoffry. 

Sir G. No, theſe are early hours with Miſs Va- 
pouriſh.— I hope her poor little monkey is better. 
Do you know any thing about Darius, Sir Jo- 


ſhua ? 
lf 8. J. No Sir: women and monkeys are things I 
1 trouble myſelf very little about——— Now ſhall I 


be teized for half an hour with his impertinent que- 
ſtions! (Aae. ay 

Sir G. O fye l- how can you be guilty of-ſuch 
N a profanation as to name monkeys and women to- 
10 ; | gcther ? 
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$ gcther ?---But pray, Sir Joſhua, may I aſk you how 


your beautiful ward, Miſs Woodville, is? 

8. J. Pretty well; pretty well, Sir Geoffry. 

Sir G. She is a moſt divine, a moſt amiable young 
Lady. Had not my heart been already pre-enga- 
ged to Miſs Vapouriſh, ſhe would certainly have 
made a conqueſt of it.---But don't let it come to 
the ears of Miſs Vapouriſh that I ſaid fo. 

S. J. You need'nt fear. 

Sir G. I wou'd'nt for the univerſe that ſhe ſhou'd 
come to know it ; ſhe'd never forgive me.----Per- 
haps ſhe might condemn me to a whole year's pe- 
nance, or, may-be, abſolutely diſcard me, for ſo in- 
conſiderate a ſpeech.---Pray, Sir Joſhua, don't men- 
tion it 

S. J. I ſhall not, Sir.---She ſhall never hear of 
it. © 
Sir G. That aſſurance makes me eaſy.---But, Sir 
Joſhua, I beg ten thouſand pardons for my rude- 
neſs in not enquiring after your ſon's health; I aſſure 
you he is a perſon for whom I have the greateſt 
eſteem.---How is Mr. Charles ? 

S. J. Charles !---Charles is well enough; he's 


now, I ſuppoſe, poring over ſome muſty books, 
ſome of his damn'd poetry and nonſenſe. That 
will be the ruin of him. I ſometimes argue the 
caſe with him ;---Why (ſays I) what the devil will 
you be the better for having by heart all that ever 
Milton and Drybeard, and Shakeſpear and Ben Gay 
and Tom Johnſon, and all of thoſe fellows, ever 
wrote? 


Sir G. Well, and what anſwer does he make to 
that? | | 
S. 7 
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8. J. Anſwer!---why he fays they were great 
men, and I don't know what Ruff ;---but I tell 
him it's a lie, for that all poets are fools, and, by 
conſequence, all ey” ever wrote muſt be non- 
ſenſe. 


Sir G. Ay, > it is. _—-That was always my opi- 
nion. 

8. J. I am glad on't with all my heart; I muſt 
get you to talk to him about it.---I ſtole into his 


room t'other day, and gueſs now what books I 
found upon his table. 


Sir G. I'd be curious to know. 

8. J. Why Sir, I found the Paradiſe loſt, a vil- 
lainous thing, a ſtory of the devil, writ by one 
Thompſon in the time of queen Elizabeth. 

Sir G. Ay, I have heard of ſome ſuch thing. 


S. J. Well, Sir, there was this, as I tell you, and 


a volume of Shakeſpeare's plays (a fellow that was 
hang'd by Oliver Cromwell tor ſheep-ſtealing)--- 
there Was one Mr. Drybeard's Fables, the Works 
of che Pope of Rome, and a Prophecy of Famine. 
ay, famine indeed (thought I) that's what 
all this muſt come to Hand ſo I told him: but it 
ſignifies nothing. Ecod you'd ſooner throw down 
the Manfion-houſe with your finger and thumb, 

than drive poetry out of his head by argument. 
ir, I gave him a book t'other day,---a uſe- 
ful, entertaining, good book, /e Art of practical 


Gasing.— What do you think he maren has done 
with 1t ? 


Sir G. What, pray ? 

8. J. C hang'd it Sir, chang'd it {oe this nifuſen- 
ical thing of Para ate Loft he does not know 
the 


. 
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the value of a book !---but ſtay, here he comes, 
now mind him. He doesn't ſee us. 


Enter Charles rakes, 
| be. (reads) * « "Twas Flora's wealth and Circe's 

3 charm, 
[3 te Pandora's box of good and harm; 
'1 « "Twas Mars's with, Endymion's dream, 
4 « Apelles' draught, and Ovid's theme; 
1 « This guided Theſeus thro' the maze, 
| « And brought him home with life and praiſe, 
| | Elegant charming Prior !---ſuch are the effects of 
! all-conquering beauty! but Oh, the anxieties, the 
heart- felt anguiſh which it ſometimes cauſes ! 
Soft !---I am obſervd. 

8. J. He has perceiv'd us.---We may come for- 

| I ward. 

Sir G. (to Charles) Sir J am heartily glad to ſee | 
you; I was enquiring about you. 
. |} Cha. Iam much obliged to you, Sir Geoffry. 
8. 7. Sir Geoffry here has been telling me, 
Charles, what a pity it was that you ſhou'd mi- 
> | 7 ſpend your time in this manner. [ 


'} Cha. Miſ-ſpend my time, Sir! 

3. J. Ay, miſ-ſpend your time, Sir,---isn't it miſ- 
2? ſpending your time to be reading thoſe fooliſh books? 
Why, if you muſt read (which I ſee little occa- 
ſion for) can't you read ſome good book ?---Baker's 
Chronicle for inſtance: there's ſolid reading for you! 
---why can't you read that ? 

Cha. Baker's Chronicle !---Ha, ha, ha ! 
S. J. What do you laugh at? there's more ſenſe 


2 
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in that book than in all the poetry that ever was] 


writ.---Then there's your dancing, and going to 
plays !---that's another thing that vexes me. Ir 
wou'd be better for you to fit over a bottle for {ou; 
or five hours after dinner with a ſet of grave men 


it wou'd improve your mind,--that's what it wou 0. 


Cha. A new receipt for 1 improving one's mind !--. 
to doze away half one's life over a bottle; and re- 


main the other half, by conſequence, in a ſtate off 


inſenſibility! 


Sir G. Sir Joſhua, ſince the young gentleman 


ſeems not inclined to take your advice, I think you 


had better deſiſt from giving it. 
8. F. I proteſt I believe you're in the right ont 


it's a pity you won't hear reaſon, young man; 


but indeed I fear you are incorrigible. —-Here, con- 
duct Sir Geoffry to Miſs Vapouriſh. 


_ Cha. With pleaſure, Sir.----Sir Geoffry J atten: 


you. 
Sir G. Now comes on the criſis of my fate! 
(Exeunt Sir G. and Chi. 


S. J. There they go, a couple of errant fools a 
ever were born: the one dying for love for a woman 
of five and forty, and the other as mad to the full 
with his poetry. [ wonder this Witfull isnt, 
come yet; it's juſt the time he was to be here. 
They want me to read his play forſooth !---but . 
have no notion of that.---He may be uſeful tho in 
another ſhape.---Suppoſe I made him ſpeak to Cæ- 
lia for me !---the tongues of theſe poets run fo glib}: 


tha. But here he comes. 
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F Enter Witfull. | 
1” iz, * Sir Knight, I joy to meet thee thus alone; 
e What are the thoughts that knit thy brow in 
frowns, 
| And turn thine eye thus coldly on me ?”--- 
| S. J. Heyday, what language 1 is this !----How 
comes it, Friend, that you can't ſpeak like the rel 
of the yy orld ? 
8 Mit. A little quotation, Sir, which was ſuggeſted 
by your thoughtlul look, thats all. 
|; 5-7. Well, look-ye Sir, let me have no more of 
! it,---I don't like it :---let's talk like ſenfible people. 
' 1:7. © Is poetry then treaſon in your houſe ? 
Where is the man wou'd live beneath ſuch 
rules ?” 


J. (zmpatiently) Again to't 2 Sir have 


3 

Wit. . Shall I deny you ?---no.---I have done 
Sir.“ Now Sir Joſhua, let us proceed to the 
% matter of fact, and lay our heads together.” 

S. F. Lay our heads together ! 

Wit. Ay Sir |: 

|| «© And ſince occaſion now ſeems debonnair, 

«« I'Il ſeize on this, and you ſhall take that chair.” 

S. J. Never mind,---we can talk ſtanding. 

Wit. So we can.---Pray Sir Joſhua, has Miſs Va- 
pauriſh been ſo kind as to mention my poor per- 
! formance to you? 

S. F. What, this py that you have wrote? 

Wit. Yes Sir. 

The fav'rite offs prin g of my fruitful brain. 


* 
I hope 
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I hope Sir Joſhua that ſhe will have the good for- 


tune to prove an acceptable offering to the ſhrine 
of your judgment; for indeed ſhe is dreſt out with 
all the elegance that my poor wit could beſtow on 
her.---Would you chuſe that I ſhould read the play 
to you now Sir, or before Miſs Vapouriſh ? 

S. J. (aſide) Ay, I gueſs'd this! Suppoſe 

you left it with me, Mr. Witful] ? F 
Wit. What, Sir, and give you the trouble ta“ 
accypher a rough copy ?---No Sir; that politene{s| | 
forbids : as the poet very happily expreſſes | it, 1 
* The better ſort ſhou'd ſet before em 
A grace, a manner, a decorum.” [1 
But, if it be your good pleaſure, I ſhall wait to read} | 
it, until I can have the advantage of doing it be- 
fore Miſs Vapouriſh. | 

8. J. Do fo.;z and now let's talk about a little 
buſineſs which I ſhou'd be glad you wou'd ſerve} * 

mein. 

Mit. Sr, I Fry the greateſt pleaſure poſſible in 
"ths thoughts that I can be any way of ſervice to! * 
you: but firſt, Sir Joſhua, will you ue me leave | 
to aſk you a ſmall favour ? 

8. J. With all my heart, but let it be in a few | 

words, d'ye hear ? 

Wit. — you plcaſe Sir. It is only that (in caſe 
you approve of my play) you wou'd be fo kind as 
to recommend it to the manager.---I know he has 

pecuniary obligations to you. | 

8. J. Well, I don't care if I do: ——1 will give 
| you a letter to him. 4 


18 Sir Jam infinitely obliged to you. 
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* „I don't know how to thank * yet my 
Lord 


«« There's ſomething in my "A which makes 
me bold 
„To ſay that Witfull ne'er ſhall thans thy 
favour.” 
8. J. Well well, fo much the better be nov/ 
to what 1 was ſaying. 
Wit. Ay Sir. Can you think 
„Ot any way that I may ſerve you in?“ 
S. 7. Don't interrupt me Sir.---You know Miſs 
Woodville, my ward? 
Wit. Your ward, the fair Monimia ! know her 
Sir 2 kes, 
7 © I've ſeen her, and to fee is to admire !” 
S. J. Isn't ſhe a fine creature ? 
Wit. Fine |——|| © Sir ſhe is more than fancy can 
expreſs, 
Or youthful poets fancy when they love! 
$ * Such war of white and red within her 
checks !'—— 
With goddeſs-like demeanour ſhe appears, 
“Not unattended, for on her, as queen, 
« A pomp of winning graces ſtill await, 
© Which from above her ſhoot darts of deſire 
« Into all eyes, to wiſh her ſtill in fight !” 
8. J. To wiſh her till in fight !---Eh ?---by the 
Primmer that's not bad.---Is it your own, or did 


| you get it out of a book ? 


Mit. What !---you never heard it before ? 
S. 7. Never. | 


+ Iſabella, AR ad. 
Fair Penitent, Act 2d. 
q Paradiſe Loſt B. 8th. 


Wit. 


ka Douglas, AQ 2d. 
1 Revenge, Act iſt. 
5 Taming of a Shrew, A& 4th. 
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Mit. (afide) Tam glad of that. — The lines are 
my own Sir a little extempore.— How do you 
like it? ; 
S8. F. Well enough.---I don't think it's bad in- 
deed ——And can you do theſe things now off- 


hand? a 


Mit. O Lord, yes Sir ;---in an inſtant. On any 
ſubject ; 

* From grave to gay; from lively to ſevere.” 

S. J. Iam glad to hear it.---You ſhall touch me 
up a copy of verſes for my miſtreſs. 

Wit. Your miſtreſs, Sir !---who is the lady ?---- 
may I aſk? 

S. 7, Miſs Woodville, my ward. 

Hit. Miſs Woodville ! 

8. J. Ay, Miſs Woodville. f 

Wit. (afide) That's unlucky.---Pox on't, I ſhou'd 


never have thought of this 


S8. J. And Til tell you what J want you to do 
for me; I ſee your tongue runs pretty glib, and, 
for my part, when ſhe's by I hav'nt a word to fay ; 
ſo, as J can't rightly break my mind to her 
Mit. I underſtand. 
F © You cannot tell her as you wou'd your love, 
te Yet to remain in ſilence ſtabs your ſoul.” --- 
8. J. Oons, Sir, let me go on.---What do you 
mean by interrupting me? 
Wit. * « I pray you be content; tis but my hu- 
x; or. | 
S. J. Your humour I- ſblood, Sir, let me have 
no more of it. Vour humour indeed ! 


Wit. (aide) Poor ſoul! he has nothing drama- 


* Pape, + Richard III. Act Ah. f Othello, AR 4th. 
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tical about him; not even the leaſt taſte for poe- 
try! Go on, Sir; I ſhan't interrupt you any 
more. 
S. J. You had better not.----In ſhort then, the 
thing is this ;-—I cannot for my life ſpeak to her 
about any thing of the kind ; (I had her here now 
for a quarter of an hour together, and cou'dn't get 
out a word)—ſo that I muſt defire you to ſpeak for 
me. 

Wit. (aſide) O Jupiter Ammon! why this is for- 
tunate beyond my hopes Sir, you do me a 
great deal of honour in making choice of me to go 
thro' ſo pleaſing a taſk 

S. F. Come come, ſpare your compliments ; I 
hav'nt time for em. IIl leave you by yourſelf, 
that you may ſtudy what you ſhall fay to her for 
me; and, by and by, Tl contrive ſome opportu- 
nity to leave you alone together. Now, be ſure 


you ſay ſomething very clever and pretty to her, 
and let it be to the purpoſe. | 


Wit. * Fear not my government.” 

S. F. Well then, I'll leave you to think of it. 

Mit. Don't forget the letter you are to write to 
the manager for me. 


S. J. 1 ſhall not. (Exit, 
Wit. Ha ha ha! poor Sir Joſhua !—he little 
thinks that I'm on the ſame ſcent with himſelf.---- 


That he ſhou'd commiſſion me to ſpeak for him ! 
+ © How Iadore a rival that contrives 
« With care to lay the buſineſs of my love!“ 
Lucky, indeed, beyond conception !---more than J 


ever could expect! 


* Othello, Act zd. + Orphan, Act zd. 
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* This is the utmoſt point of all my hope, 
* Or now ſhe muſt, or never can, be mine.” 
Her fortune would be a vaſt convenience to me.--- 
Thirty thouſand pounds! Oh the treaſure !--- Then 
I need write only for fame; then I might abuſe 
every author by profeſſion ; treat them with ſove- 
reign contempt, and be courted by the Bookſellers : 
+ Oh joy too great, Oh extacy of thought!“ 
That wou'd be happineſs indeed ; 
+ « But then tis fixt on ſuch a height Oh I 
« Muſt ſtrain the utmoſt reaching of my 
fancy, 
Now for ſome pretty device to gain my point; 
ſomething dramatical * I ſhould — 
But ww, s ſomebody coming. III n and 


——— - || « TH do ſuch 8 


4. What they are yet I know not; but they | | 


7 - ſhall be 
. $6 The wonders of the world 1 (Exit. 


Euer Mik Vapouriſh, Sir Geoffiy, and Dr. Bolus. 
M. J. And really now how do you like it, Sir 

Geoffry N20. 

Sir G. Madam, I muſt of neceſlity admire oy 


ding which comes from you. 


MM. V. Very gallant, indeed, Sir Geoffiy ; ; but, 
without any compliment, are you not ſeriouſly of 
opinion that my delicate ſyſtem -. (ſo. nearly ap- 
en g to the Fon): is to be. N before 


oth: =: | Ont Add zd. "Io ————— 'Y 
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| ready,—Pray, Sir Geng. don't you think the 
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the groſs, unrefined, modern method of making 
love ? 7 7x1 

Sir G. Doubtleſs, Madam, and that was the 
conſtant method of courtſhip in former days. 
Why, in my time, but juſt t'other day; —even fo 


very lately as twenty-five years ago, it was univer- 
' fal; but now | 


M. F. Oh, now indeed the forms of courtſhip 


are moſt horribly abridged ; no dalliance, no lan- 


guage of the eyes, no romantic-meetings, by the 


| fide of a babbling brook or a glaſſy fountain, no 


languiſhing, no deſpairing In ſhort, no dying 


of love now-a-days Doctor, what is your 
opinion of this? Don't you think it a pity ? 


Bol. My more ſerious and important ævocations, 
Madam, have utterly precluded me from any prac- 
tical and experimental knowledge in love-affairs ; fo 
that (to deal ingenuouſly with you) I am conver- 


ant in nothing of that nature, ſaving the theoretical 


part ; but it is my opinion that one of the princi- 
pal Entremes (or ingredients of love) is purity ; and, 
undoubtedly, the ſympathetic union of fouls, which 
is the bafis of the much-admired Platonic ſyſtem, 
is of a more pure and exalted nature than the pre- 


ſent rude, unrefin d method of negotiating /ove- 


concerns ſo that, from theſe premiſes (duly pon- 
der d) we are indiſpen/ibly led to conclude, that the 
Platonic-ſyſtem hath greatly the advantage, and 


that in many points; but, for the fake of brevity, 


and not to treſpaſs on your patience, I ſhall only 


M. V. You need not give yourſelf that trouble, 
DoRor, for you have made it ſufficiently clear al- 


Docter 


34 The AMoRous GUARDIAN. 


Doctor has treated the ſubject in a very maſterly 
manner ? | 3 

Sir G. Indeed, Madam, I am entirely of your 
OPINION. think his harangue was extremely cle- 
ver, ang much to the purpoſe. | 

Bol. Sir Madam iI proteſt you confuſe 
me; vou are kind to a ſuperlative degree !-----My 
trifling caplication (or, to uſe a more elegant phraſe, 
my deve/opement) of the matter in hand, doth not 
deſerve ſo many encomiums.—lI only was /edulcus 
to throw it in a new light, to ſet it in an anprece- 
dented and novel point-de-vue ; ſo to give my crude 
and wypremeditated ſtrictures upon it a genteeler 
turn, and alfo a greater air of originality, = 
This, was the whole of my intention, wherein, if ! 
1:2 any meaſure have ſucceeded, the praiſe, Madam, 
is your's, who furniſh'd me with the ſubject. 

M. V. I thank you for the compliment, Doctor. 
Pray, Sir Geoffry, is'nt the Doctor a monſtrous ' 


lente, polite, well-bred, pretty, agreeable gentle- 
man? 


SirG. Certainly, Madam. No manner of doubt. 


Bol. I vow, ew you make me bluſh ;— 
No more, I beſeech you! 


M. V. Nay, I am ſerious. I have had a recent 
proof of your ſkill, DoQtor.—Sir Geoffry, there's 


my poor little Darius — (io Dr. Bolus) May 1 
ſpeak, Sir ? 


Bol. If this gentleman promiſes it ſhall go no 
farther 


Sir G. Upon honour, Sir, I ſhall never mention 
it, be it what it will. 


Bol. ¶ Aſde) J had better let her tell it; it will 
iedourd 


cc ara ns 


— * 


redound to my honour 
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Then, Madam, you 
are at liberty to uſe your diſcretion. 

M. V. Sir Geoffry, then the thing is this. 
My little Darius. you know my pet, my 
darling, my dear charming little Darius? 

Sir G. Ay, Madam, and have often ſigh'd at be- 
holding his happineſs, in being careſs'd by your fair 
hands. — Often have I wiſh'd to be in his place, and 


change conditions with him; or, at leaſt, to have 


ſhared your inexorable heart with that lov'd Ani- 


mal! 


M. V. Very polite, upon my word, — but to my 
ſtory. Here was my poor Darius, you know, fell 
ſiek, (the dear creature !) and pin'd away in a me- 
lancholy manner; ſo as to be, at preſent, reduced 
to a mere ſke leton.— This gentleman, Sir, has 
been ſo condeſcending as to take him under his 
care; and I vow he looks a million of times better 
than he did half on hour ago———To be ſure I 
am eternally obliged to you for your goodneſs, 
Doctor But don't you think he looks better? 

Bol. Doubtleſs ——The ſudorific-draught J have 
ordered him hath operated immenſely well, allow- 
ing for the brief /apſe of time fince the patient took 
it, His ſymptoms are now, for the greater part, 
favourable ; and (to particularize) the ſaliva which 
he ſo copiouſly emits, together with the manifeſt 
change in his countenance, which, from a fenebri- 


ficous-gloomineſs, hath altered to a ſerene-placidity ;--- 


all theſe are, in my opinion, ſtrong indications of 
the patient's approaching recovery. 

M. J. Well; it's all owing to you, Doctor. 
I cannot expreſs how much I am obliged to you. 
F 2 But 
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— But ] muſt poſitively go ſee the dear creature. 
1 — Sir Geoffry, will you come ? 
1! Sir G. I would Boone it a happineſs, Madam, 
| to wait on you, were it unto the Antipodes, the 
5 antarctic pole, or the fartheſt part of the globe. 
N M. J. Doctor, may I aſk you to accompany 
| us ? 
i Bol. Madam, nothing ſhou'd impede my accom- 


\ 
1} panying you, were I not call'd forth on ane 
| bufineſs. 


I. V. Then I won't take you from your pa- 
1 tients. That woud'nt be fair. But you'll call ? 
| 


Bol. Indubitably: —and ſoon. 
| þ N. V. Till chen, Doctor, your ſervant. 
144 Excunt Sir G. and M. V. 
" Fol. Bravo !---I have already eſtabliſhed a firm 
15 footing with her. That's a main point gained. I 
"BY think I may be pretty ſure of her conſent ; the 
1.8 great doubt (indeed almoſt the only one) is how 
i Sir. Joſhua will act; for 1 have no reaſon to ima- 
ine that Miſs Woodville can poſſibly reject my 
ſuit.—-Her vanity will be tickled at the thoughts of 
having a man of my importance for her huſband, 
Enter Witſull. 
Who comes here Ha, Witfull !-my dear boy, 
how do'ſt thou ? 
Mit. e Oh P ylades, what's life without a friend? 
At ſight 4 thee my gloomy ſoul chears up, 
> « My hopes revive, and gladneſs dawns within 
r o. 
Bol. Come come, have done with your rhapſo- 
dies, and. tell me what brings you here? 
Wit. Why I have got an excellent recommen- 
PDiſtreſs'd Mother, AQ iſt. 
+ | dation 
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dation to Miſs Vapouriſh, and am now going to 
read my play to her Aſide) * «© Theres a true 
lie for you now !” | e 
Bol. And how do you ſtand with Sir Joſhua? 

Mit. He has promiſed to write to the manager 
to bring on my play; ſo that I have a fine proſpect 


- of ſucceſs,---but I am ſurpriz d to find you here.--- 


Is it in the quality of a phyſician ? have you ſup- 
planted Dr. Meanwell ? | 

Bol. Supplanted Dr. Meanwell !---why, my dear 
Witfull, do you imagine that fo difficult a taſk ?-- 
I affure you I think it a very ſmall triumph; very 


inconſiderable. A man of my extraordinary qua- 


lifications muſt neceſſarily ſupplant, with the great- 
eſt eaſe, myriads of ſuch fellows as Meanwell. 
Wit. (Afide) The coxcomb !—Oh, Sir, I beg 


your pardon ; I ſee you have a pretty high notion 
of your abilities. * 


Bol. Who would not, that had as much reaſon as 


I have ?---It's impoſſible but, with my learning and 


addreſs, and my many other accompliſhments,--- 


it's impoſſible for me not to make my way; abſo- 


lutely impoſſible. My worth, to be acknow- 
ledged, needs only to be known, ——only to be 


known - 


Wit. And pray how will you contrive to make 


it known? For I think there has been but little 
notice taken of it as yet. 


Bol. Ay, that's all owing a fooliſh, weak predi- 


lection, which obſtinate people entertain for their 
old family-phyſicians.----But I have a ſcheme, an 
| infallible ſcheme to make my merit blaze abroad. 


Wit 
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Wit. * « T do not underſtand. '=-=f © Unfold 
« this riddle to me.” 

Bol. Why, I propoſe, if I don't find buſine(: 
come in faſt enough in the common way, to put 
up bills next winter, and give public lectures on 
Phyſic. 

Wit. But woud'n't that make all the phyſicians 
your enemies ? 

Bol. Let it. I deſpiſe them.---I ſhall ſoon be 
above the reach of their malice, or their envy.— | 
But you'll be ſecret ? 

Wit. f Ay, by heav'n, my Lord!“ 

Bel. Nay, leave your quotations now, and hear- 
ken to me. 

Mit. Then, ſince it is your deſire, te I ſhall} 

To your unfolding lend a gracious ear; 
And you ſhall find a charter in my voice 
e To aſſiſt your ſimpleneſs.“ 

Bl. Come come, I beg of you to leave off, and 

hear me. 


Mit. You are right.---4 “ Seating too much 
of this.”---Go on, I attend. 

Bol. Then you muſt know that I have thoughts | 
of marrying, and ſettling in the world ; and you 
muſt be ſenſible that, as my choice will confer ho- 
nour on any lady, wherever I fix I am not likely 
to meet with a refuſal, 

Wit. Well, and where have you fix'd ? 


Bol. Oa the young lady of this houſe, Mis 
Woodville. 


© Othello, Act iſt, + Orphan, AR sth. Þ Hamlet, Act it, 
1 Othello, AR iſt, 9 Hamlet, AQ zd. 


Wit. 


ture. 
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Wit. (Aſide) à My miſtreſs, by Jupiter!“ 
She has bewitch'd them all.---Miſs Woodville! 
Bol. Ay,---I ſhall but juſt ſtep into the coffee- 
houſe for half an hour; and, when I return, III 


make my propoſals to the old guardian. I know 
he'll be charm'd with the thoughts of having hit 


upon ſuch a perſon as me for her huſband. 


Mit. No doubt on't.---Well, I needn't fay I wiſh 
you ſucceſs, for I find you are ſure of it already. 
Bol. Ay, my dear Witfull ; a perſon of ſingular 
merit and rare accompliſhments ; in ſhort, ſuch a 


perſon as me, (for that's ſaying every thing) may 


always be certain of ſucceſs in a thing of this na- 


Well, your ſervant.---I ſuppoſe I ſhall 
find you here? 


Mit. Ay,---+ © Tl meet you here.“ 
Bol. Very well. Exit. 
Wit. 4“ Look to thy ſeat, Petruchio, or I throw 
thee Fro _—_ EEO, 
Was there ever ſuch an impertinent, conceited, 


ſelf- ſufficient coxcomb !-----Sure Miſs Woodville 


- muſt have more ſenſe than to throw away a thought 
on ſuch a fellow. | 


I think her 
Too nice, too noble, and too great a ſpirit 
« To be the prey of ſuch a thing as Bolus.“ 


And yet there's no knowing, no dependance to be 
had on a woman! . 


$ © I ſwear till now, till J began to fear 


« Some other perſon might enjoy Miſs Wood- 
ville, 


* Conſtant Couple, AR iſt. + Fair Penitent, A& 2d. 
Catherine and Petruchio, Fair Penitent, Act ad. 
F & Theodoſiis, Act zd. 


ce ſwear, 


P —— es ct. me mmm — 


40 The AMOROUS GUARDIAN, 


(1 3 I did not know how much I priz d 
er.“ 

Two rivals, Sir Joſhua and Bolus !---** What's t. 
be done, for ſomething muſt be done?“ 

F © Oh for a means now how to counterplot, | 

« And diſappoint this old, yet am'rous guardian,” 

&« Here I'm alone, and fit for miſchiet.—-Now 

« To cheat Sir Joſhua.---Wilt be honeſt that? 
Honeſt !---ay ſurely. In love, as well as in war, 
all ſtratagems are permitted.---He is to manage me 
an interview with her himſelf. Then will I try 
the whole force of my thetoric, and exhauſt all the 
language of love! She can't be proof againſt that. 


— Then, if ſhe yields, and that my propitious ſtars 
- give me her to wife. 


+ « Extatic bliſs ſhall our whole pow'rs employ, 
And ev'ry ſenſe be loſt in ev'ry joy! 
(Ext, 


* Iſabella, Act 4th. + Orphan, Act 3d, 
1 Siege of Damaſcus, Act zd. 


END of ACT Il. 


J 


\ 


xi. 


ſpeak on the ſubject. 
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* 


. III. 


SCENE continues. 


Enter Sir Geoffry and Miſs Vapouriſh. 
M. J. 


E is mending apace, indeed; and his 
eyes (the dear creature) are growing 


| briſk and lively.---I don't think he need keep his 


bed above three or four days more. 

Sir G. I do not think he need; and fince you 
ſeem to take ſo much intereſt in him, I wiſh the 
fortunate Darius (fortunate above meaſure in poſ- 
ſeſſing your affection) I wiſh, 1 fay, that his life 
cou'd be prolong'd beyond the uſual limits of a 
monkey's exiſtence |! 

M. V. I thank you for your kind wiſh, Sir 
Geoftry. 

Sir G. But now, dear Madam, that we are hap- 
pily alone, will you graciouſly permit me, in lieu 
of the preſent diſcourſe, to introduce a topic which 
(at leaſt to me) is much more intereſting ; and on 
which, without an hyperbole, I may afficm that 
the happineſs or miſery of my future life entirely 
depends: | 

M. J. (Ade J am glad he's come to it at laſt. 
Sir Geoffry, I think I can give no very im- 


' probable gueſs at what you are going to fay ; as a 


preliminary to which TI have only to declare that, 
provided you keep ſtrictly within the bounds of 
decency and decorum, you have my free leave to 


G Sir G. 
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Sir G. The reſpect, Madam, and the reverence 


which I am conſcious are fo juſtly due to your me- 
rit, beauty and virtue, will of necefiity cauſe me 
to refrain from uttering any thing, or ſo much as 
hinting a thought, which cou'd tend to raiſe even 
the ſhadow of a bluſh on that fair cheek. 

M. J. I do not merit fo fine a compliment, Sir. 
---You really confuſe me! 

Sir G. Madam, I do aver that what J had the 
honour of ſaying to you cou'd not be conſtrued. as 
a compliment, it being nothing but the pure and 
real truth. R 

M. J. And can you then think that I am actu- 
ally an object of love; I mean of a pure, exalted, 
and generous flame ? | 

Sir G. It wou'd be impious, Madam, to doubt 
of it. Can you propoſe fuch a queſticn to me, 
who have for more than feven years (an age in 


love l) profeſſed ſuch a violent paſſion for you? 


M. J. But, Sir Geoffry, has your love been al- 
ways of a ſublime, uncontaminated nature, and 
refined from that groſs allay of ſenſuality, ſo com- 
mon in vulgar minds, which profanes and debaſes 
the paſſion? yp 

Sir G. By this fair hand, it hath always been 
pure ; and in every reſpect, in every circumſtance, 
juſt what you would have it: for I do avow and 
maintain that S2 Geeffry Ancient, Knight, is utterly 
incapable of conctiving any groſs, laſcivious ideas; 
and, even granting that he were, ſurely none ſuch 
cou'd poſſibly be inſpired by your divine perfections 
and dazzling brightnels. | 
MM. V. If you go on thus, Sir Geoffry, I ſhall 
be compell'd (tho 1 own ſomewhat reluctantly) 

- * 4 . to 


SS) 


The AMonous GuvaRDrIAanN. 4 
to quit your company. I already fec} my cheek 
beginning to glow with an unuſual ardour ! 

Sir G. I am not conſcious, Madam, of having 
ſaid- 

M. J. Nothing indecent, Sir Geoffry: but you 
are too laviſh of your praiſes. | cannot ſtand 
your compliments. (Ade) T with he'd de- 
clare himſelf! 

Sir G. Madam, where there is fo copious and 
fertile a ſubject, it is difficult (I had almoſt faid 
impoſſible) to refrain from paying the tribute fo 


20 


* 


juſtly due to your exalted qualifications. 


M. V. (ahae) He won't come to the point. 
Again, Sir Geoftry ? 

Sir GE. What 1 ſaid, Madam, was the genuine 
language of my heart; but, if you are oftended 
at it, I ſhall certainly not repeat ſuch a thing again, 
altho' this will be a great hardſhip upon me; for 
how is it practicable to avoid breaking out into rap- 
tures at the ſight of a lady, who (if I may be al- 
low'd to make uſe of the expreſſion) is an epitome 
of all female perfections? 

M. VJ. (Aide) Still wide of the mark! — 
1 muſt ſtop you, Sir Geoftry, by aſking to what 
purpoſe are all theſe fine compliments? I 


think this queſtion mult bring him to a declara- 
tion. A/ae.) | 


Sir G. Dear lady, only object of my pure affec- 


| tion, loadſtone of my heart, light of my eyes !---- 


how can you aſk ſuch a queſtion ?----Sorry I am 
that your own heart (cruel fair one!) cannot, by 


ſympathy, inform you of what paſſes in mine. — 
Lady Dorothy Ancient, my honoured, departed - 
| | _ w 


wife, 
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wife, wou'd not have been at ſuch a loſs to gu- BY 
my ſentiments. 

M. V. ( Aſide) His ſtupidity is infupportable !---- 
So, Sir, it ſeems you have nothing ele to ſoy ty 
me? 

Sir G. Madam, I have alrcady {aid every thing 
which I cou'd utter conſiſtently with that purity 
which I make the ſole rule of my conduct. 

M. V. Then, Sir, you oblige me to tell you, 
that a man who can make no better uſe of ſuch an 
opportunity as you have now had, deſerves never 
to have another, (Exit. 

Sir G. My ſtars !--I am aſtoniſh'd ! confounded 
— Strange fatality ; that I ſhou'd ſo greatly miſtake 
her character — I thought (nay, I cou'd almoſt 


have ſworn) that her thoughts were altogether as 


pure as my own; but now that J have found the 
contrary, I ſhall endeavour (whatever pain it may 
coſt me) to efface her image from my memory, 
and root her out of my heart. 

Enter Sir NO 
Oh, my friend, I am the mot unha; ppy man in the 


| world 7 
S. J. Eh !-—why, what's the matter? —Ilas any 


accident happened? 
Sir G. The meſt unfortunate one 55 cou'd be- 
fal me.-——— The aſfections oh Miſs ! apouriſh, 1 


have reaſon to fear, are totally eſtranged from me 


and the love ſhe ſorine erly proſeſsd es me quite 
eradicated. 


3 That's unlucky indeed; n and What | 


do you intend to do? 
Sir G. Theore I am utterly at a loſs: * one time 


1 tink of endcavou;ing to eraſe the impreſſion 


W nich 
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But here comes Witfull. 
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which the faithleſs fair hath made upon my heart ; 


----{ometimes I am prompted to throw myſelf at 
her feet, bathe them with my tears, and aſk for- 
giveneſs for I know not what offence. There is 
fach a conflict in my ſoul that I cannot reſolve 


upon any thing. Can you adviſe me, Sir Jo- 
ſhua ? 

S. J. Not I.----I know nothing of love-affairs ; 
and a woman's a damn'd hard thing to manage, I 
can tell you that, Sir Geoffry. 

Sir G. I have found it fo, indeed, Sir Joſhua, 
Well, I'll go home, and meditate on this un- 
expected turn of fate ; and, as ſoon as I can come 
to a reſolution, Il] return here again.---Sir Joſhua, 
your moſt obedient.---Oh cruel fair-one | (Exit. 

S. J. Oons, what an old fool it is. —I am 
glad he's gone, for now I may go about my little 
affairs I have already contrived how I ſhall 
leave Witfull alone with Cælia; and, if he ſuc- 
ceeds in his pleading for me, there it ſtops ; there's 
an end on't ; and I marry her to-morrow ;——But, 
even if he does not ſucceed, and ſhe ſhou'd ſhew 
any diſlike to the match, I have another card to 
play ſtill. Here 1s a blank-paper, with m 
name ſign d to it, which Ill offer her myſelf (if 1 
can take courage to do it) and ſo make her think 
that I'll give her her own terms with reſpect to 
jointure, ſettlement, pin-money, and every thing 
of that nature—That, I think, even if my 
other project fails, (which I hope will not be the 
caſe)---but, even if it ſhou'd, this ſurely muſt clinch 
the affair ; ſhe can't but catch at the bait, and ac- 
cept an offer which looks ſo fair and generous ——- 


Enter 
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wife, wou'd not have been at ſuch a Joſs to gu: BY 
my ſentiments. 

M. V. ( Afde) His ſtupidity is infupportable !---- 
So, Sir it ſeems you have nothing elle to ſay ty 
me: 

Sir G. Madam, I have already ſaid every thing 
which I cou'd utter confiſtently with that puri ity 

which I make the ſole rule of my conduct. 

M. V. Then, Sir, you oblige me to tell you, 
that a man who can make no better uſe of ſuch an 
opportunity as you have now had, deſerves never 
to have another. (Exit. 

Sir G. My ſtars 1 -I am aſtoniſh'd ! confounded ! 
— Strange fatality ; that I ſhou'd fo greatly miſtake 
her charaCter !—I thought (nay, I cou'd almoſt 

have ſworn) that her thoughts were altogether as 
pure as my own ; but now that J have found the 
contrary, I ſhall endeavour (whatever pain it may 
coſt me) to efface her image from my memory, 
and root her out of my heart. 
| Enter Sir Joſhva. 
Oh, my friend, 1 am the moi unhappy man in the 
| world | | 

S. J. Eh !—why, what's the matter ?---Tlas any 
accident happened ? 

Sir G. The meſt unfortunate one that cou'd 8 
fal me.——— The aſfections of Miſs Vapouriſh, ! 
have reaſon to fear, ate totally eſtranged from me; 
and the love ſhe ſorine ry 1 profeſs'd "for me quite 

_ eradicated. 

Sl. J. That's unlucky indeed; wel and What 
do you intend to do ? 

Sr G. There I am utterly at a elf one time 
1 think of endcayou;ing to eraſe the impreſſion 
; Which 
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' which the faithleſs fair hath made upon my heart; 


ſometimes I am prompted to throw myſelf at 
her feet, bathe them with my tears, and aſk for- 
giveneſs for I know not what offence. There is 
\ ſuch a conflict in my ſoul that I cannot reſolve 
e thing. Can you adviſe me, Sir Jo- 
ſhua! 
S. J. Not I.——I know nothing of love-affairs ; 
and a woman's a damn'd hard thing to manage, [ 
can tell you that, Sir Geoffry. 

Sir G. I have found it ſo, indeed, Sir Joſhua. 
Well, Ill go home, and meditate on this un- 
expected turn of fate ; and, as ſoon as I can come 
to a reſolution, I'll return here again,---Sir Joſhua, 
your moſt obedient.---Oh cruel tair-one | (Exit. 

S. J. Oons, what an old fool it is !—1I am 
glad he's gone, for now I may go about my little 
I have already contrived how I ſhall 
leave Witfull alone with Czlia; and, if he ſuc- 
ceeds in his pleading for me, there it ſtops ; there's 
an end on't ; and I marry her to-morrow ;——But, 
even if he does not ſucceed, and ſhe ſhou'd ſhew 
any diſlike to the match, I have another card to 
play ſtill. Here 1s a blank-paper, with my 
name ſign d to it, which Ill offer her myſelf (if 1 
can take courage to do it) and ſo make her think 
that I'll give her her own terms with reſpect to 
jointure, ſettlement, pin- money, and every thing 
of that nature. That, I think, even if my 
other project fails, (which I hope will not be the 
caſe)---but, even if it ſhou'd, this ſurely muſt clinch 
the affair ; ſhe can't but catch at the bait, and ac- 
cept an offer which looks ſo fair and generous. 
But here comes Witfull. 


Enter 


46 The AMorovs GUARD TA A. 

OY Enter Witſull. 

Well; youll remember my Inſtructions ? 
Wit. * « Sir, depend upon't 
II I ſhall obey you in all fair commands.“ 


S. J. Very well. And have the women becy 
told that you were here ? 


Mit. The ladies have been told, Sir; I expect Þþ ri 


em down every minute.---But, remember you are 


not to diſturb me till I have read out my play. 


S. J. Read out your play, man !-----I wou'dn't Þ 


wait fo long for the Indies. 
Wit, Weil, Ill make a fign to you when it's 
time. 
S. 7. Do; and let it be ſoon, d'ye hear ? 
Wit. Ay, ay. | 
7 « For well I know that we muſt work in haſte.” 


5. J. Troth, ſo we muſt; it's true enough.---- | 


and I hope we ſhall ſucceed. | 
Wit. } ** Tis not in mortals to command ſuc- 
ITS HIREIT © 
« But well do more, Sir Joſhua, we'll deſerve 
t. EE 
S. J. Deſerve it! What the devil nonſenſe is 
that ?---Yes, we will deſerve it, and have it too; 
and why not? Eh! 
Wit. || * Nay, if you're angry, Polydore, good 
night.” | (Gorng. 
S. J. Eh! what the devil's in the wind now? 
why, is the man mad? _ 3 4 SO 
Bit. S © Life and death !---] am aſham'd 
** That thou haſt power to ſhake my manhood 
thus! B 
Merchant of Venice, Act 38 4. I Cato, Act iſt. 
Orphan, AA za. $ King Lear Act 2d, 


Be 
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S. J. Ay, ſhake indeed -I am afraid your wits 
ſhake with a. witneſs. Why, are you diſtracted ? 
Wit. * A difterence !---fye, is this a time for 
quarrels ?--- 
« Should we, like boys, wrangle for trifles ?” 
S. J. No, to be ſure we ſhou'dn't.-----You're 
right enough there 
Wit. + Then let's embrace.” 
S. 7. Embrace; and what for ?---Well, come, 
Ill humour you for once.---There. (They embrace. 
Mit. # With a true heart, and brother's love I 
| do it,” 
| © United thus, we are the mighty engines 
« Muſt play on this young lady.” | 
S. 7. Come, come, have done with your foolery 
I beſeech you: here they come ;---now mind 
what you're about, and act like a true friend, let 
me beg of you. | 1 
Mit. & Fear nothing. -I will prove myſelf a 
| friend, | | 
A tender, honeſt, and a loving friend.”--- 
Enter Mis Vapouriſn and Czlia. 
M. V. I am glad to fee you, Mr. Witfull.— 
Well; what's the news? 4 . 
Wit. Madam, my former ſuit; I do beſeech 
ou 
« That = will hear my play. 
% I wou'd not be delayd.” ' as 
NM. V. I ſhall hear it with great pleaſure, Sir.— 
Be pleaſed to fit. —— 


Del + Rehearſal, A& 2d, 
83 K. Henry VIII. Act 5. Venice Preſerv'd, Act 2d. 


Wt. 


Orphan, Act 2d. q Othello, Act 3d. 
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Wit. * « did not ſee you; welcome, gent 


* w-_ * p 
5 af 
. 


r io Call po 
S. J. Well, now your compliments are owe ter 
tell us, What is this play we are to hear ? it 1 


Wit. Faith, Sir, I cannot well tell as yet. 
8. J. I wanne whether its a tragedy or a c. u 


medy 7 pli 
Ifit. That is the very thing, Sir, which at pre- foi 
ſent I am ignorant of. co 

Cz. What, Sir, you can't tell whether it's a tra- in! 
gedy or a comedy ? co 


Mit. No, Madam.---As my eee Shake- 
ſpear (a pretty poet) has it, 
+ © Between the acting of a dreadful thing 
* And the firſt motion, all the int'rim is 
„Like a phantaſma, or a hideous dream.“ tt 
Cæœ. I wou'd fain know how you apply thoſ 3 
lines to your caſe; | 
Mit. O, Madam, with the greateſt eaſe ; if you 
-ſuppole the- thing mentioned to be my play, the 
application will be obvious to the moſt ſuperticia 
- obſerver ; for, ſince my firſt thinking of it, I hav 
been in an extatic dream of m_____ So, jul 
_ Lightly change the lines, thus: | | 
| Between the acting of a finiſh'd- play | 
And the firſt thoughts on't, all the int'rim is \ 
Like a phantaſma, or tranſporting dream. 
The paſſage, thus alter d, (and indeed much for 
the better) will be extremely appoſite. 
M. J. Well, I vow; I ſhou' d never re —_— 15 
it was lo applicable. | 


* 
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Cz. I believe there is hardly a paſſage in any 
poet, which Mr. Witfull cou'd not, with ſuch al- 


| terations, make fitting to his purpoſe, be it what 
it wou'd. : 


Mit. (Afide) Now cannot I, for my life, tell 
whether ſhe means this as a joke on me, or a com- 
pliment. — Here, ladies, is my play ; but, be- 


-| fore I begin it, I muſt aſk the advice of this good 


company concerning the thing you were mention- 


ing juſt now, whether to make it a tragedy or a 


comedy? 


Cæ. A tragedy or a comedy 
Wit. Ay, Madam, a tragedy or a comedy. 


| The incidents are ſo happily diſpoſed, and the con- 


that I can do either, with juſt the ſame eaſe. 
The play being naturally of a tragic caſt, I have, 


duct of the fable ſo very ingenious and ſingular, 


in the laſt Act, poiſon'd one fourth of the Dra- 


matis Perſonæ, and made the reſt die by the dag- 


ger or bow-ſtring. Now this, you know,---- 


this it is which conſtitutes a tragedy. 


M. V. And pray now, how have you contriv'd 


to make a comedy of it? 


S. J. Ay; I'd fain know that, Mr. Witſull. 
Wit. Why now, I warrant, you think that a 


very difficult matter, and yet there's nothing in the 
- world caſter. 


S. J. No! | 
Wit. Nothing in the world. —As thus, for in- 


| ſtance, I can do it with the greateſt facility.---Only 


give another turn to the laſt Act; make two or 


| three weddings ; introduce an alderman, and cuc- 


kold him; and ſo conclude with a country-dance 


H by 


rany, madneſs, ſacrifices, rapes, battles, ovations, 


thin; that can be brought within the compaſs ct 


from the greateſt 7 to the mcaneſt, 


| digreſſion, ladi. 3, yorl may be impatient to hen 
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by the characters. This, you ſee, makes it ar 8 


abſolute comedy. | hoc 
S. J. Upon my foul, it's very true.---I ſhow's Þ 
never have thought of that how. | tha 


M. JV. I proteſt it is true, as Sir Joſhua ſays, ani 
yet it never ſtruck me. I ſhru'dg't have thought i: 
pofſible.— And have you done it both ways? of 

Wit. No; Madam, as yet it is a tragedy ; ; and, | 
alter all, I think it will be beſt to let it remain 5 I 
—Ilt will answer my intention better; for I had : in 
great many different views in writing this play. tab 

Cz. And pray what were they? : | log 

Mit. In the fiſt place, preſent fame and profit, cri 
with a certain proſpect of immortality ; this, as fa 
as it regards r y: Cj cniy : but I have another view, 
fir more extenſive and utctul l intend that 
it ſhall be, in a manner, a repoſitory for all who 
write plays after me, wh they may find love, 
treachery, murder, oppreſſed virtue, jealouſy, ty: 


executions, funerals. triumphs :----in, ſhort, eve!) 


five aQs. My plan, you ſee, is comprehgnive ; | 
ſhall embrace every thin g im it,----every thing,--- 


But I don't t conſider that, while I am making thi 


the play.---vhall I begin ? | h 
9. ; let's ſee what it is. v 
37 | oy ry begin it then immediately 

firſt, let me aſk you what you take to be the chill y 

ingredient in all dramatic-compoſitions ? f 


(io dir Je ches 
8. 


The AMoR OU GUARDIAN. [Fl 

68.7 Put the queſtion to ſome- 
body elle, Mir, Wictull. 

Mit. With your permiſſion then, Sir Joſhua, I 
| ſhall take the liberty to put it to this young lady. 

1 (Turning to Cælia. 

Cz. Sir, you muſt excuſe me ;----I'm no judge 

of thoſe matters. | 

Ui. O Lord! no judge of thoſe matters! 

ny. Madam, there is'nt a ſingle individual perſon 


* 


in che three kingdoms whoſe advice 1 wou'd ſooner 


take in any point of hiſtory, poetry, phyſiology, 
logic, chronology, morality, aftronomy, ethicks, 
criticiſm, phraſeology, philoſophy, geometry, hy- 
| droſtatice, geography, metaphyſics.— In ſhort, 
Madam, you muſt permit me to affirm that I look 
upon you to be a prodigy of wit, learning, and all 
FW polite accompliſhments :---and therefore you muſt 
not think it ſtrange oo | | 
* _ Cz. Lard, Mr. Witfull, how you run on !--- 
have done, I beg of you. 1 
Wit. (Afae) A little flattery ſometimes does 
| well.. | 
Madam, fince you make it your requeſt, I ſhall 
defiſt from giving you that ſhare of praiſe which 
your merit claims, though your exceſſive modeſty 
wou'd rather chuſe to conceal it. 
M. TV. ( Afide) No compliment to me! Ithought 
| he was better bred. —Suppoſe you went on 
with the play, Mr. Witfull ? 
{ JVit. Madam, I am preparing to ſatisfy you: 
your ſollicitude gives me great pleaſure ;---but, be- 
| fore I begin, give me leave juſt to make an attempt 


t Richard III. Act zd. 
© + tan towards 
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towards anſwering the queſtion which 1 propoſe: 4 


| to the company. un 
| MM. V. (aide) Still forget me this is infuk;. MW I 
| able. What queſtion do you mcan, 0 11 
| propoſed none to me. pl: 


i Mit. (Al,) Piqu'd by Jove !---1 have made à 1 ce 
ö faux-pas here; bot it may till be remedied . n. 
Madam, I purpoſely omitted you. ſpr 
1 M. V. Purpoſely, Sir ! 
Vit. Ves, Madam, purpoſely to avoid the cat 
I confuſion which, on a compariſon between your 
7 wit and mine, muſt neceſſarily enſue to me.— 
I well know the vaſt ſuperiority of your ſenſe and! 
l penetration, and therefore prudently declined a con- tha 
teſt in which am ſure to be overcome. 
M. V. Sir you confuſe I don't know-— to 


you really make me bluſh ( Afide to Czlia) I kne 
| Has'nt he a great deal of wit, my dear? « ] 
Cz. Oh, abundance! a 

Mit. (Afide) She has caught at the bait, juſt as « « 

I expected. To return. The chief 1 ingre- - « - 


dient, as I take it, in all dramatic-compoſitions is N 
ſurprize ; ſurprize or novelty : and this ſurprize is It 
moſt neceſſary 3 in the opening of the play.----Lece  — 
| (who was no deſpicable poet) has moſt judicioufly I 
1 open'd his Alexander with a duel between Lyſima- I 
: chus and Hepheſlion : in this there are many beau- E« ( 
ties; in the firſt place, it is agreed on all hands, J 
that, among the Greel;s, due!s were not fo much I 
as known; therefore, here is the beauty of fur- F« 
; prize in an eminent degree.---Then it has a beati- I j 
ful effect in the very firſt ſcene, as no intimation I x 
can have been given of it, and no one can poſſibly | 


gueſs what they are fighting about.---So that, upon 


the 


| ceeded.- 


| make every incident in my tragedy proceed and 
| ſpring from ? (#o Miſs Vapnuriſh.) 


En EO OT Tn en > —— AS 2 
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| the whole, it makes fo very ſudden, aſtoniſhing, 
und ſtriking a ſurprize, that I have never ſeen the 
like of it, in any language, living or dead. — 

I have endeavoured at novelty in the conduct of my 


play, and I hope J have, in ſome meaſure, ſuc- 
What do you think now, Madam, I 


M. V. Proceed and ſpring from ;. —I proteſt, I | 


| cannot gueſs. 


Vit. A cream-cheeſe. 
Omn. A cream-cheele ! 


8. J. I ſhould be glad to know how you contrive 
that, Mr. Witfull. 

Wit. You ſhall fee, Sir.----Give me leave juſt 
to read you the Dramatis Perſonæ, that you may 
know the characters. (reads) © Men: Gronowuins, 
« King of Japan; Cr:c&dobbin, Prince of Mauri- 
* tania, his Confident ; Nicodemus, Lord-Mayor ; 
* James Gurney, General of the Japoneſe guards, 
« in love with Princeſs Biddy; Pampbilio, his Con- 
te fident, ——Women ; Queen Dromedary, Wife 
to Gronovius: Princeſs Biddy, their daughter; 

—(I love to write in the 4 ſtile) 

«* Princeſs Biddy, their daughter; Dolly Magennis, 
« her Confident, and firſt Maid of Honour, — 

« Guards, Slaves, Ghofts, Satyrs, Officers, Shep- 
« herds, Conſtables, Nymphs, Fidlers, . Witches, 
* Ambaſſadors, Thieves, Prieſts, Bawds, and At- 


e tendants. Scene, for the firſt three Acts 

« in Japan; during the reſt of the play in Eaſt- 

tt Frieſeland.“ — | | 
Ce. Eaſt-Frieſeland !---where is that, pray FA . 
= * 


v I — . — n 
: = * — — — — — — — 
. — _ — > — — 
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Mit. Upon my ſou], Ma' am, 1 cannot tell vou; 
I am not very knowing in chronology ; it's not my 


Jort. But, to go on.----(reads) Act iſt, Scene 


* 1ſt.---A room of State. Ning Groncvius, Dc 
« Dromedary, and Princeſs Biady, diſcover'd at 
« Supper. A ſervant prepares to take away a 
te cream- cheeſe. —(You ſee it's as I told you, 
Well!) — 
+, 08 Princeſs Biday. Bob, leave the cheeſe. 
& King Gronovius. Bob, take the cheeſe away. 
&« Princeſs Biday. Father, by all the gods ! you I 
tt rue this day Exit. Scene cloſes. 


Well; what do you think of it? 


Ce. It's very hort, Mr. Wittfull. 
Wit. Short, Madam lay, that's the beauty of 


it: Why, Madam, this very ſcene lays open, 


in two lines, the whole plot of the play; is the 


- cauſe, Ma'am, of the ſubverſion of monarchies, 
the death of heroes, the planning of conſpiracies, 
the dethroning of kings; and every thing that is 
grand, ſuperb, - magnificent: in ſhort, every thing 
of importance which you can poſſibly imagine. 


But, now to my ſecond ſcene ; the firſt, you know, 


was quite familiar; whereas now this,——this is 
in a ſtile plus Cleve————(reads) | 


c Scene changes to a Wong —Enter three 


S. J. Three ghoſts! 3 
Wit. Ay, Sir, three ghoſts. Dry mind 
this is a very fine ſcene.- (reads) 
_ «« 1ſt G. Right noble ghoſt, I pray thee what's 
X E thy name? 


5 ec 2d G. Haſt thou not ot heard oy far-reſounding 


« fame? 
ec Fu 


do nds  oxa; 22> za. 
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3 

% Fundwigas I, the late king of Japan. 

e 3d G. His brother I, the great Pontoppidan. 
* And, prithee, who art thou? 
« Iiſt G. I cannot tell thee now; 
« 1] am incog. great prince. 
«© 24G. I pray you let us hence. 
«« 324 G. Then here we part, 
« 1ſt G. With all my heart.“ With all 
my heart ! Isn't that ſmart and lively now? 
—— Eh? | . 

M. J. May I aſk a queſtion, Mr. Witfull ? 

Mit. Madam, you are extremely welcome. 
M. V. Then I wou'd be curious to know, to 
what purpoſe is this laſt ſcene ?_ 

Wit. You ſhall foon ſee the effects of it, Ma- 
dam ; but,that you may be the better able to form 
a a judgment on my piece, give me leave juſt to lay 
before you, in a ſuinmary manner, the eſſentials 
of a tragedy. 3s 4 

S. J. ( Aſide.) Odſbud, I begin to be tired of 
this !----I muſt fee and put an end to it. (Exit. 

Mit. A tragedy conſiſts of the protaſis, the epi- 
taſis, the cataſtaſis, and the cataſtrophe Now, 
you are ſenſible that the fable of a tragedy, like 
that of an epic- poem, may be either ple or com- 
plex. That fable is called ſimple, wherein there 
is no-——no——that is, which admits of no—— 
or includes———in ſhort, which is ſimple : and 
that fable is ſtiled complex, which includes either 
a recognition or a peripeteia, or both. 

"C2. A peripeteia !----W hat's that, Mr. Witfull * 

Wit. Oh, Madam, a peripeteia is no more than 
—— than a kind of an uncommon-— a ſort of 
it has been often made uſe of by the tragic- 


Poets ;- 


* 
j 
} 
| 
1 
* 
* 


— w_—— — — ——— — — 
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ſtotle's definition) —it is a ſudden 


I. 
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poets; there are many inftances of it in Sephoctes, 
Tacitus, Senecas Morals, Quintilian, and Now, 
to go on with the play. 

Cz. But you don't anſwer my queſtion ? 

Wit. (Aſide) Oh, curſe your inquilitiveneſs !—-- 
A peripeteia, then a petipeteia the wor: 
comes from the Greek. N 
__ Cz. From the Greek ? 

Wit. Yes, Madam; and ſo——Hadn't we bet. 
ter go on with the play? 

Cz. Ay; after you have told me about this peri- 

tela. 

Wit. Well, Ma'am, you ſhall be ſatisfied. —— 
a peripeteia is that which cauſes——or occafions--- 
---Or rather it is a2 that is according to Ari- 
a not 
but ſome critics have differ'd widely from Ariſtotle 
on this head, and hold it to be not fo much 
not ſo entirely——that is not invariably to----to--- 
---but the general opinion of the learned at preſent: 
ſcems to concur, in ſuppoſing that it is rather 
that it is more natural to ſuppoſe----more likely to 
think it ſhou'd conſiſt in----a ſurprizing----a for 
of —of— But, of all theſe opinions, I confeſ:, | 
think the %% much the molt reaſonable, though 
ai! have their advocates. 

Re-enter Sir Joſhua, laughing. 

N. F. What are you laughing at, Sir Joſhua * 

8. J. At a deviliſh droll accident that has juſt 
happen'd. They tell me one of your monkey: 
has broke his neck by a fall from the gatret-win- 
dow, as he was jumping to the next gutter. 

M. J. O Heavens my dear Cælia, ſome drops 
quickly, or I ſhall certainly faint. Oh "Oy 

there; 


rtr 
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there; Jam a little recovered.---You cruel man, 
you, to laugh at ſo dreadful an accident Mr. 
Witfull, you'll excuſe me for an inſtant. I muſt 
go ſee What's the matter.---O, my poor dear little 
animal! (Exit. 
Wit. (to Sir Joſhua.)*** Now do I ſee tis time.” 
S. J. Ay now, my dear Witfull ; now or never. 
ll go my ways.——now, make good uſe cf 
your time. | (Exit. 
＋* Go; and, if't be poſſible, for ever.” 
x << She's here, and yet my tongue is at a loſs; 
« Teach me, ſome pow'r, that happy art of 
te ſpeech 
« To dreſs my purpoſe up in gracious words, 
« Such as may ſteal on her unguarded ſoul,” 
And gently waken ev'ry tender paſſion. 
| What, going away !---then I mult not be trifling, 
aut begin at once; 
** Oh! my Statira, Oh, my angry dear, 
Furn thine eyes on me. 
Cz. (Aſide) What's the matter with the man? 
What does he mean? 
Vit. & Not worth a word, a look, nor one re- 
gard !'— 
J Methinks I ſtand upon a naked beach, 
« Sighing to winds, and to the ſeas complain- 
ing, 
ee wit afar off the veſſel fails awav, 
Where all the treaſure of my ſoul's em- 


3 « bark dl 
* Othello, Act id. + Orphan, Act iſt. 
: t Fair Penitent, Act ad. Alexander, Act 2d. 


$ Theodoſius, Act 3d, x q Orphan, AR 5th, 
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Cz. In heroics, Mr. Witfull !——Pray, what 
makes you put on this lofty ſtile ? 

Vit. "Tis love, almighty love, which thus in- 

ſpires me. 

Cz. Love! and for whom, pray ? 

Mit. Enquire of your heart! 

Ce. (Aſiae) This is pretty odd !---but I think! 
{ſee what he wou'd be at, My heart !---that'!] 
never reſolve me. | 

Mit. Never refolve you !---Is there not a ſympa- 
thy which unites noble and generous ſouls, 

And, as it were, attracts them to each other? 

Ce. Still darker and darker Do you expect 
I ſhou'd underſtand you, Mr. Witfull ? 

Wit. It was my moſt ardent wiſh you ſhou'd, 
Madam ; but, fince that happineſs is denied me, 

Without diſguife I muſt avow my paſſion; 

* ©« Your cruel carriage forces this confeſſion ; 

„rage, I burn, I bleed, I die for love, 

«] am diſtracted with this world of paſflion !” 
{ 4jide.) If Nat. Lee won't work her, I wonder at 
it l 

Cæ. (Aide) This is very extraordinary; I mnit 

not ſeem to take it ſeriouſly You are a man 
of gallantry, Mr. Witfull. 

Wit. Madam, you well know, 

+ © Love's heralds ſhou'd be thoughts, 

„ Which ten times faſter glide than the ſun- 
beams, 

But, as thoughts cannot, in our imperfect ſtate, 

find their way to the ſoul by intuition; but muſt 

be cloathed in words, that they may be attainable 


17 Romeo and Juliet, Act 2d. 
by 


E Theodoſius, Act Ach. 
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by the ſenſe of hearing; I have endeavoured to ute 


| thoſe expreſſions which I thought the moſt ſub- 
| lime, affecting, tender and pathetic, and therefore 
the apteſt to ſpeak the love,----the ardent love with 
| which I burn for you.-— 

| Cz. Mighty fine !---And pray how long have 
you been a martyr to this violent paſſion ? 

Mit. x Oh, cruel inſult !---are thoſe tears your 

s ſport, 3 | 
% Which nothing but a love for you cou'd 
5 draw? —— 
In ſhort, Madam, if I muſt have recourſe to the 
| vulgar language of proſe to declare my ſentiments, 
I do aſpire to your love :---I have long figh'd in ſe- 
| cret; and, in hopeleſs deſpair, brooded over my 
paſſion; but, now that I have the unſpeakable hap- 
pineſs of entertaining you alone, and that a faint 
| ray of hope has ſtruck on my benighted ſoul, I 
preſume to avow it, in full confidence that your 
tender nature will not abandon me to abſolute de- 
ſpair, by rejecting my ſuit. 

Cz. (Afide) This is a little too plain. -Mr. 
Witfull, you know I am not in my own diſpoſal; 
and therefore cannot, with propriety, liſten to any 
thing of this nature. If you have any propoſals to 
make, Sir Joſhua is my guardian, and he 1s the 
perſon who is to receive them. (Exit. 

Mit. + © Oh cruel, yet a moment ;---barb'rons 
br Scythian 1 

* If you have any propoſals to make, Sir Joſhua 

is my guardian.”—Ay, by Jove is he; I know 

that - but too well.---This has no favourable aſpect; 


Revenge, At iſt, + Orphan of China, Act Ach. 
I 2 but 
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but I'll not pive it up yet, III nct give it vp yer 
Like honeſt lago, 
* „I woik by wit, and not by whehereſt, 
« And wit depends on dilatory time.” 
Be ſides, it may all be owing to the (oyneſ of her 
ex. Fiſty to one but 1 have her yet. 

Enter Sir Joſhua, with a Letter in ls hard. 

S. J. (afide) Well, I think, at all events, thi, 
will do. (uus up the letter in his pocket )---(Oh, Mt. 
VVitſull, are you here d By your looks, I am afraid 
you havn't any very good news ſor me. 

il. It you be prepar'd to hear the worſt, 

« Then let the wurit, unheard, fall on your 
ce head.” 

S. J. Come, none of your nonſenſe.---Tell me, 
What does the ſay ? 

Wit. Say |---v,iy, what you won't be very glad 
to hear. 

S. J. What !---are there no hopes? 

Wit. None. 

+ < Tis fixt, tis paſt, tis abſolute deſpair.” 

S. J. Bleſs us all And are you really now in 
earneſt ? | | 

Nit || Believe me, king of ſhadows, it it truth.” 

S. J. King of ſhadows I- What the devil; ate 
you making game of mie: 

Mil. de Whydo you {peak ſo ſtartingly and raſh?" 

S. J. Oons, 8. r, what do you mean By the 
Primmer----(/{/?11;g up bis cane.) 

Wit. (taking bold of his land) 

J Hold, Toby, on thy lite I charge thee hold! 


7 Othello, Act zd. +R. John, Act 4th. t Revenge, Act 2d. 
I Miammer Night's Dream, Act zd. $ Othello, Act zd. 
Twelfth Night, AQ 4th, 


5. 


10 
1 


y 


—_—— 


The AMoROUSs GUARDIAN. 61 


©. J. Toby I don't know what hinders me 
Odzookets, Sir, ccn't provoke me———— 
don't provoke me,----Ict me hear no more of this 
* tuff. 
lit. When Joſhua aſks, I will refuſe him 
5 nothing.“ 
S. 7. What! again ?—again ? | 
Mit. Good Sir, moderate your anger. For my 
laſt line you have no reaſon to be out of temper, 
as it was an oblique promiſe that I wou'd comply 
with your deſire. 

S. J. Sir, I have nothing to do with your oblique 
proꝛniſes.— I want to know what paſt between Miſs 
| Woodville and you. 

Wit.4* Then, Sir, I ſhall expreſs it to you all, 


In words; 'twill make you think you faw 
ce it too.” 


S. J. Well, let us hear. 
Wit. Why then, in a word, ſhe ſays ſhe does 


not like you, cannot like you, and never will like 
you. 


S. J. Never will like me! 
Wit. Her own words. —-I faid all I cou'd to 
move her ;—told her yoy were dying for love of 


| her. | 
S. J. Well! 
Mit. Didn't move her a bit !——no more, egad, 

than a fly wou'd St. Paul's church. | 
No, her ſteel'd heart was proof gainſt all attacks 
Which love cou'd make on it. 

Says I, it's a ſhame, a burning ſhame, to drive him 

to deſpair,---An aged venerable mar 


* Zara, Act zd. + Orphan, Act zd. 
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S. J. Zooks, that wasn't the way |! 

Wit. Pardon me, Sir; I ſtrove to move her com. 
miſeration. A venerable man (ſays I) that has al. 
ways loved you with a fatherly affetion.——She 
was ſtill obdurate.— The poor gentieman (conti- 
nued I) is alzeady eaten up with infirmities, and 

* Deſcending faſt into the vale of years.” 

8. J. It's a lie, —a damn'd lie.—-I have no in- 
firmities. Vou are a very impertinent fellow, 
Mr. Witfull. 

Wit. + Ohl temperance, or I walk off.” 

S. J. Walk off !—-walk where you pleaſe. A 
ſaucy, impertinent 

Wit. Lord, Sir, I didn't mean to offend you: 
by all this I wou'd not be underſtood to inſinuate 


that it is the real truth.— All J faid was only in- 


tended to excite her compaſſion, and engage her 
pity to you. 

He 7. Odſbud, Sir, you have gone quite a wrong 
way to work. Well, well; I ſhan't employ you 
any more.---I'll try what I can do myſelf. 

Mit. ( Afide) Eh! This is unexpected indeed 
What, and do you think you can take cou- 
rage to ſpeak. to her after all? 

8. J. I don't know that; but I have a letter 
wrote, ready to ſend her——Oh, I have a little 
ſcheme of my own: don't you mind. 

Mit. Then you have no further — I ſup: 
poſe, for my ſervices ? 

S. J. No. X 

Wit. In that caſe, Sir 1 I ſhall be obliged 
to you for the letter you promiſed me to the ma- 
nager, if you have been ſo kind as to write it. 


* Othello, Act z. 1 Mis in her Teens, Act iſt. 
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| BS. J. Ay, ay, here it is.—I wiſh you ſucceſs 

| with lit. | | (Exit. 

PMit. * © I follow here in the chace, not as a 

« hound that hunts, but one that fills up the cry.” 
Il won't give over tho“, for all this; 

| «+ «© Time may have yet one fated hour to come, 

* Which, wing'd with happineſs, may over- 


ce take 


c Occaſton paſt,”---- 


Let me fee what Sir Joſhua ſays here,-----(reads) 

% Madam, 

| FT «© Sure tis the very error of my eyes !” 
Madam ! this can't be my letter ; what fays the 

direction ?----< To Miſs Woodville, Theſe.” ---- 

This may prove a lucky miſtake ! 

+ « But to the reſt. 


«© MaAaDaM, 
| YOU muſt know that T am monſtrouſly in 
love with you.” —(Elegantly expreſs d) 
e And, to ſhew you that I deal fairly and above- 
board; incloſed is a blank paper, ſigned with 
e my name, in the body of which you may inſert 
« your own conditions : and am, your admirer, 
« Jo$HUA GRIMBEARD.” 


A blank paper, fign'd with Sir Joſhua's name !— 
Egad, this is a fortunate circumſtance, and may be 
improved into ſomething of great uſe.— She faid 
ſhe was in Sir Joſhua's diſpoſal ; that was no de- 
nial of my ſuit.---Suppoſe I told her that Sir Jo- 


® Othello, Act 3d. + Mourning Bride, Act zd. 
| 1 Fair Penitent, Act 1ſt. 
ſhua 
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ſhua had given me his conſent, and ſhewed lie- 
this Nr as a proof of it.— Ay; that'Il do. 
If conſequence does but approve my decm, 
« My boat fails freely both with wind and 
ce ſtream.” 
Who comes here? Bolus! — 
| This ſecond time to-day 
« He has croſs'd me, like my evil-genius.” —Bu 
I think this accident will infallibly non-ſuit him, and 
give me poſſeſſion of the prize we contend for. 
he muſt not ſee me, — So; go you in there. —(Ge- 
ing cut in haſte, he puts the letter in bis pocket, but 
drops the incloſed paper) (Exit. 
Enter Doftor Bolus. 

Bol. Witfull !t---he ſeems to avoid me; whats 
this he has dropt ?---A blank paper, ſign d by Sir 
Joſhua Grimbeard !---How, in the name of won- 
der, cou'd this come * Witfull's hands ?---No 
matter ; -mightn't I make it ſerve my own pur- 

_ poles, in aiding my deſign upon Miſs Woodville ?-- 
My own merit, indeed, won'd alone be pretty ſut- 
ficient ; but this thrown into the ſcale, as Sir Jo- 
ſhua's abſolute conſent, will put the matter beyond 

a a poſſibility of doubt. II find her cut immedi- 
ately, and put it to the teſt. 

Befriend me, Cupid, in this arduous taſk, 

Whilſt her conſent J artfully ſhall aſk, 

And, under ſhew of thine, wear int'reſt's maſk. 


(Exil. 
Othello, AR 2d. I Fair Penitent, Act zd. 
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SCENE Continues. 
Enter Charles and Cælia. 


Oba. Y Father my rival !---impoflible ! 
| Cz. It's true tho'; and he has been 
making love to me (or rather attempting to do it) 
for a whole half hour; which I'm ſure I thought 
the longeſt half hour in my life. 
{ Cha. Now I recollect, he told me this very day 
he was thinking about marrying ; but I never 
| dreamt that it was to you he intended the honour 
of ſharin 
{ Cz. Why, to tell you the truth, the old man 
did aſtoniſh me a little too.---It looks ſo odd to ſee 
a man of three-ſcore languiſhing, ſighing, ogling, 
and o my conſcience there ſhou'd be an act 
of parliament to forbid it. | 
Cha. You're a mad creature !---But, hadn't we 
better (now we are happily alone) talk ſeriouſly 
about this affair; for I aſſure you it makes me 
very uneaſy. 
Cz. Seriouſly !---O Lord, I can be as ſerious as 
a heathen philoſopher, as preciſe as a quaker, or as 
dull as an alderman, when I ſee occation.----But, 
by the bye now, I wou'dn't have you grow too 


grave of a ſudden, for I have more of this kind of 
news to tell you. 


Cha. More! 
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Cz. See how he ſtares !---1y, more I ſay; 0 
don't quite exhauſt your gravity, but keep a litth 
of it till then. 

Cha. Come, prithee no trifling, my deareſt life, 
— Conſider, I'm on the rack all this while! 

Cz. Have a little patience, good Sir, and TI try 
to eaſe you of your pain, by diſcloſing the whole 
affair. Perhaps now you think that you have 
no other rival but your own dear father ; my doat- 
ing, amourous, old guardian,——Eh !---don't you 
think fo? 
- Cha. Think !---I don't know what to think. 

Cx. You are to know then, Sir, that my con- 
queſts are not confined within fo contracted a ſphere; 
no, Sir; they extend much further. I have, 
amongſt my ſupplicants, a retainer of the muſes, a 
jon of Apollo, a bard, a poet ;——the famous Mr, 
Witfull, Sir! 
Cuba. Witfull !----Are you ſerious ? 

Cz. Not extremely ſerious, indeed; but what! 
tell you is ſtrictly truth, notwithſtanding. 

(ba. Sure the fellow wou'dn't offer to make for- 

mal, direct propoſals to you! 
Cz. I don't know what he might dare to offer, 
I proteſt; but I know he did make formal, dired 
prcpoſals ;——as direct as direct cou'd be. 

Cha. Matchleſs impudence A mean, igno- 
rant garreteer !---a paltry, hireling ſcribler !--- 

Cz. Well, but now don't be angry; for you 
Know that, in reality, it isn't a pin's-point matter. 

Cha. True; I only wonder at the fellow's aſſu- 
rance. 


againſt, 


Cæ. 


My father is the perſon we muſt guard 
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. Cz. Ay; he, indeed, is a formidable antagoniſt. 
” Cha. What's to be done? 
Cz. Nay, do you look to that ;---the honour of 
+ laying the plan I leave to you, and am content to 
march under your directions, and have a ſmall 
ſhare in the execution. But ſoftly |! As 
| 1 live, here comes your father ;-——hide yourſelf 
| quickly in the cloſet. Quick, quick, . that he 
mayn't ſee yuu.-—— | | 
| Cha. This is unlucky : however I ſhall hear what 
he fays, and that may be of ſome ſervice. 

g ( Exit into the Cliſet. 

Enter Sir Joſhua. 

S. J. (Ade) 1 won't talk much to her, I'm re- 
ſolv'd on't. So, young lady, how do you do? 
| CZ2.(afde) He has found his tongue, but I won't 
be the fool I was juſt now with him. 

S. J. (Afide) Zooks, what ails the girl. 
Why, you don't anſwer my queſtion, child; I aſk 
you how you do? | 

Cæ. Why, really I find no very material difference 
ſince you ſaw me laſt.---I think that's little more 
than half an hour ago, Sir Joſhua. | 

8. J. (Afide) How ſmart the young baggage is 
grown | —Something that way :----Can you 
contrive now, Czlia, to give any ſort of gueſs at 
what brings.me here again ? 

Cz. No, not I; unleſs it be to enquire about 
my aunt's monkey. 

8. J. Pſhaw !---your aunt's monkey, quotha !--- 
your aunt's monkey be damn'd !——Do you think 
Id come of ſuch a fooliſh errand ?!——Guelſs again. 
Cz. Why, I ſuppoſe you may be come to 

| K 2 to 


ha, ha! 


„ Si 


meant for me. 


i 
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to— Oh, now I have it but you muſtnt Þ 
be angry. | th 
8. J. Angry !---no, no ;---that wou'd be a good 
joke, faith !---angry, indeed ! 

Cz. Why then, I am thinking it's a thouſand 
to one but you may be come to aſk my opinion of 
the weather, or the price of the ſtocks, as you 


did juſt now. | «« 
8. F. (Afide) Ay, there ſhe has me ;---by the 
Primmer, ſhe has me there, ſure enough! ” 


Well, child, it doesn't ſignify talking; and, if 1“ 
did try, I know 1 ſhould never get it out: fo, to i © 
cut matters ſhort, and make quick work of it, I've MW © 
thought it moſt adviſable to ſet my buſineſs down iQ © 
in writing 8 

Cæ. . Set your buſineſs down in writing !----Ha, 


S. J. Ay, ſet my buſineſs down in writing.--- 
What the duce do you laugh at: Here, youll 
find what I have to fay in this paper :---give me 
your anſwer by and by. 

Cz. And ſhall I ſet my anſwer down in writing, 
Sir Joſhua? 
S. J. No, no; I ſhall ſee you immediately.---- 
Good-bye, Cælia. Il leave you to conſider of 
it. (Exit, 

- Re-enter Charles. 

Cha. What is this he has given you ? ; 

Cz. Read it.---I long to know what he ſays. 1 

Cha. Ay; here's his name, Let's ſee.¶ read 


YT of ©. 


Cz. Sir !---Now, in my opinion, that cannot be 


Cha. 


a_ A vw 3A aw 


The AM oROUS GUARDIAN. 69 
Cha. It ſhou'd ſeem not, indeed. Was this 

| the paper he gave you? 
| Cz. The very paper.----Read it; read it.. 


I'm impatient to know what's in it. 


Cha. That you ſhall ſce preſently, (reads) 
«& S 1 R, 
cc HIS ſerves to acquaint you with the fol- 


| „ lowing, viz, The bearer herof, to 

e wit, Jerom Eraſmus Witfull, is my particular and 

| © faſt friend, and has wrote a thing that he wants 

| © to get acted upon the ſtage. Any favours 

| © done to ſaid Jerom, in regard to faid thing, 

te ſhall be look'd on as if done to ſelf, who am, 

«© in haſte, Your very moſt obedient, 
JosnuA GRIMBEARD.' 


Cz. Why, there's not a word of love there! 
Cha. A miſtake of one letter for another ; this 
one, you ſee, was a recommendation of Witfull to 
the manager of one of the theatres ; ſo, depend 
uvupon it, Witfull has got the one intended for you. 
Here's ſomebody. 
Ce. Run in, for heaven's ſake; it muſt be Sir 
WW Joſhua come back again. 
(Exit Charles into the Cloſet. 
Enter Doctor Bolus. 
Bol. Madam, TI have the greateſt reaſon to exult 
in that I have the happineſs to be ſo peculiarly (I 
may ſay ſuperlatively) fortunate, as to have found 
an inſtant wherein I may hope to enjoy the long- 
WW wiſh'd-for, and as yet wncome-at-able pleaſure, of 
entertaining you alone; or (to deliver myſelf with 
ſtricter propriety) without witneſles, 


Ce. 


power of any thing which theſe lips cou'd utter, 
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Cz. (Afide) What wou'd he be at? Sure he ix 


not in love with me too Sir, I am glad you 
have your wiſh. 

Bol. The pleaſure, Madam, which I perceive 
depicted on your countenance, and which you are 
ſo good as, more than indirectly, to teſtify at my 
having the high honour and unſpeakable advan- 
tage of finding you alone, makes me entertain the 
agreeable hope that the momentous and important 
buſineſs I am now about to impart to you, will 
meet with a favourable reception, and procure me 
an anſwer mild and gentle, which (like a {kill- 
fully prepared ancdyne) may gently ſteal into my 
heart, repreſs my fears, chear my drooping ſpirits, 
and reſtore all my animal parts to their proper and 
primeval functions. 

Cz. And pray, Doctor, what may this very 
weighty buſineſs be? 

Bol. The buſineſs, Madam, I hinted at, which, 
in ſo forcible a manner, attracteth me hither at the 
preſent ſuncture, is a buſineſs of the utmoſt conſe- 
quence poſſible to my future repoſe; and, without 


your ſignal, unparallel'digeneroſity, impels you to 


grant me a reciprocation of the ſentiments I har- 


bour in my breaſt ; I much fear that my noble parts 


will be ſo fatally affected as to occaſion a /anguor, 
fluper, or deſpair ; which (more particularly if they 
unfortunately ſhould coateſce) will molt infallibly be 
conducive to, and productive of, the utter, deplo- 
rable and irreverſible end of my unhappy being. 
| Cz. O lud, O lud !---I proteſt you frighten me. 
Bol. Moſt fervently do I wiſh that it were in the 


to 
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to make ſuch an impreſſion on your internal facul- 
ties, and touch you in ſo forcible a manner as to--- 

Cz. What, Doctor, and are you come here on 
purpoſe to frighten me? 

Bol. Dear Madam, I wou'd by no means be 
willing or deſirous that you ſhou'd underſtand fo. 
What I meant was this; that cou'd I have 
any reaſon to flatter myſelf you took ſuch an inte- 
reſt in any thing that touched me, as to be con- 
cern'd at what I have juſt mentioned; or that you 
were, to uſe your own mode of expreſſion, (tho 
unexceptionable) frighten d: if haply you were 
frighten'd, I fay, at the thoughts of any misfortune 
which might befal me, my happineſs wou'd be too 
great, in that I cou'd think Miſs Woodville were 
(tho in ever ſo ſmall a degree) moved at what 
happen'd to me; I ſhou'd then, and in that 
caſe, have nothing more to wiſh for. 

Ce. Oh, is that all! 

Bol. All, Madam ;---the ſummum totum ;---the 
whole entire ſcope and extent of my meaning. 
But, Miſs Woodville, there is a cauſe of my coming 
here, which J have not hitherto diſcloſed, by rea- 
fon that I am as yet ignorant of the manner in 
which it will operate on your mental-faculties, when 
you come to hear of it. 

Cz. A cauſe for your coming here now ! 

Bel. Yes, Madam._—Your guardian's ſanction, 
indeed I am fo fortunate as to have obtained: if I 
might harbour the leaſt ſhadow of a hope that you 
wou'd not with-hold your's, —— 

Ca. If it is any thing Sir Joſhua has approved 
of, I do not think I ſhall be againſt it Pray 
what is the affair? 6 

Bol. 
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Cz. (Aide) What wou'd he be at? Sure he is 


not in love with me too Sir, I am glad you 
have your wiſh. 

Bol. The pleaſure, Madam, which I perceive 
depifted on your countenance, and which you are 
ſo good as, more than indirectly, to teſtify at my 
having the high honour and unſpeakable advan- 
tage of finding you alone, makes me entertain the 
agreeable hope that the momentous and important 
buſineſs I am now about to impart to you, will 
meet with a favourable reception, and procure me 
an anſwer mild and gentle, which (like a ſkill- 
fully prepared anodyne) may gently ſteal into my 
heart, repreſs my fears, chear my drooping ſpirits, 
and reſtore all my animal parts to their proper and 
primeval functions. 

Cz. And pray, Doctor, what may this very 
weighty buſineſs be? 

Bol. The buſineſs, Madam, I hinted at, which, 
in ſo forcible a manner, attracteth me hither at the 
preſent juncture, is a buſineſs of the utmoſt conſe- 
quence poſſible to my future repoſe ; and, without 


your ſignal, unparallel'd;generofity, impels you to 


grant me a reciprocation of the ſentiments I har- 


bour in my breaſt ; I much fear that my noble parts 


will be ſo fatally affected as to occaſion languor, 
flupor, or deſpair ; which (more particularly if they 


unfortunately ſhould coazeſce) will moſt infallibly be 


conducive to, and productive of, the utter, deplo- 
rable and irreverſible end of my unhappy being. 
| Cz. O lud, O lud II proteſt you frighten me. 
Bol. Moſt fervently do I wiſh that it were in the 
power of any thing which theſe lips cou'd utter, 
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to make ſuch an impreſſion on your internal facul- 
ties, and touch you in ſo forcible a manner as to--- 

Cz. What, Doctor, and are you come here on 
purpoſe to frighten me:? 

Bol. Dear Madam, I wou'd by no means be 
willing or deſirous that you ſhou'd underſtand fo. 
What I meant was this; that cou'd I have 
any reaſon to flatter myſelf you took ſuch an inte- 
reſt in any thing that touched me, as to be con- 
cern d at what I have juſt mentioned; or that you 
were, to uſe your own mode of expreſſion, (tho' 
unexceptionable) frighten'd :>—if haply you were 
frighten'd, I fay, at the thoughts of any misfortune 
which might befal me, my happineſs wou'd be too 
great, in that I cou'd think Miſs Woodville were 
(tho' in ever ſo ſmall a degree) moved at what 
happen'd to me ; I ſhou'd then, and in that 
caſe, have nothing more to with for. 

Cz. Oh, is that all! 

Bol. All, Madam; — the ſummum totum ;---the 
whole entire ſcope and extent of my meaning. 
But, Miſs Woodville, there is a cauſe of my coming 
here, which I have not hitherto diſcloſed, by rea- 
ſon that I am as yet ignorant of the manner in 
which it will operate on your mental-faculties, when 

ou come to hear of it. 

Cz. A cauſe for your coming here now! 

Bal. Yes, Madam. Your guardian's ſanction, 
indeed I am ſo fortunate as to have obtained: if I 
might harbour the leaſt ſhadow of a hope that you 
wou'd not with-hold your's, 

Ca. If it is any thing Sir Joſhua has approved 
of, I do not think I ſhall be againſt it. Pray 
What is the affair? | 


Bol. 
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Bel. Since you alk it, Madam, I am in duty 
bound to ſatisfy your curioſity. The affair 
then is love. 

Cr. Love! | 

Bol. Love. I have dared (preſumptuouſly J 
own) to lift my eyes to Miſs Woodville, for whom 
J long have felt ſo violent a paſſion, that it hath 
cauſed me to paſs many anxious days and ſleepleſs 
nights. To Sir Joſhua I this day diſcloſed the 
ſecret of my love; I told him, and told him truly, 
that my fate depended on the ſucceſs of it ;---he 
approved of my flame, and ſubſcribed his name, 
and affix'd his ſeal to this blank; which he deli- 
ver'd to me as his full and abſolute conſent, pro- 
vided you wou'd not be cruel enough to deny me 
your's. 

Cz. This blank Sir Joſhua gave you this, 
Doctor 


Bol. Madam, do you entertain a doubt of my 


1. veracity? 

ja Cz. O Lord! not at all, Sir; but you have ſur- 
1 prized me, I on. — Will you leave this paper 
1 with me, Doctor? 

i Bol. Jam always ſedulous, Madam, to obey, (if 
if poſſible fore-run) your dictates ; but my faculttes, 
5 at this critical time, will be acted upon with a fen- 


1 fold velccity, (or at leaſt in a triple-ratio) to flimu- 

10 late me to the execution of all and ſingular the 

7 commandments and directions of that fplendent 

= fair-one, unto whom I have totally devoted my- 
ſelf, and yielded my heart a willing captive. 


Ce. Sir, JI cannot anſwer you in the fame ſub- 


lme ſtrain ; but, if you will leave me to my own 
thoughts 


' 
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thoughts for the preſent, I ſhall, in a little time 
tell you more of my mind. 


Bol. Vour orders, Madam, ſhall 7nfantanceu/!y 


be complied with; 1 wou'd not for the world o- 
{rude my compa ny on you, but wou'd rather be 
precluded from the exalted dub pleaſure of 
entertaining vou; therefore, fince you deſire to ro- 
craſtinate the deciſion of my fate, I hall avail my- 


ſelf of that ſpecious pretext, in order to leave you 


to your own ceg77ations, humbly preſuming that the 
reſult will not be unfavourable to your molt entirely 
devoted, obſequious humble ſervant, Cyris Ephraim 
Bolus. (Exit. 
Ne-enter Charles. 
Cæ. Such a coxcomb, I believe, never was ſeen! 
Cha. He 1s indeed an original; o ſelf- ſuffi- 
cient, pragmatical, and affected, and withal ſo 


1 and ignorant, that in truth he 18 below our 
ow. 


True,——Yet you ſee, Sir Joſhua 

hs My father, I am perſuaded, cou'd never 

give him any ſuch thing. There muſt be ſome 
deception in the caſe, depend upon It. 

Cz. I am apt to think fo; eipccially as Sir Jo- 
ſhua has a tendre for me himſclf. | 

Cha. That proves it clearly : but did this fel- 
low never ſpeak to you in that ſtrain before: 

Ce. Never faid a word of the kind before to me; 
indeed he has hardly had time, for his acquain- 
tance in the houſe is'nt above two hours old. 
but ſee my other lover Witfull coming this way; 
perhaps he may clear up the matter. Hide 
yourſelf for an inſtant. 

Cha. This is a day of adventures! 

I, (Exit into the cloſet, 


* 
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Enter Witfall. 
IWit*« Now, now, my fair one, let the god of 
cc love 
e Laugh in thy eyes, and revel in thy heart.” 
Cz. What are theſe rapturcs for, good Sir? 
Wit. Oreſtes now is bleſt, my griefs are fled, 
«© Þled like a dream; incthinks I tread in air! 
« Unlook'd-tor happineſs, the prize is mine!“ 
Ce. Bleſs me! what's the meaning of all this? 
Wit. . When objects worthy praiſe our hearts 
© approve, 
& Each viitue grows on conſecrated love.” 
Ce. Will Jou pleaſe to explain yourſelf? 
Wit. Art thou appriz d of what hath paſt 
ce Since laſt we parted ?” 
Cz. No indeed, nor do I know what you wou'o 
be at. 
Wit. No-“ Then rouſe 
% Thy whole attention; here we are in private. 
Thy guardian gives conſent thou ſhou'dſt be 
mine. 
C2. Are you diſtracted, Mr. Witfull * 
is it you mean? 
Mit. I Hear then, and weigh my words, for 
« fate is in them.” 
vi Joſhua doth conſent we ſhou'd be wedded. 
4. We ſhou'd be wedded !---what you and me! 
Wir ee *T'is true, the gracious gods are kind at 
ce laſt, 
« And well reward me now for all my ſorrows 


e paſt. 


W hat 


* Fair Penitent, AR 2d. + Diſtreſt Mother, Act 2d, 
Brothers, Act 3d. || Brothers, Act 3d, 5 Orphan, Ad 2d, 
q Creuſa, Act 4th. * Ulyiles, Act 5th, 
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Cæ. (after reading the letter) Oh, now I under- 
and the whole affair. 

Wit. * « Then, Mladam, know that I poſſeſs a 
& foul 

% Which withes all it wiſhes ardentiy; : 

© In ſhort I Ive, and wou'd be lov'd again; 

« If, with an equal flame, I touch your heart, 

„ Marriage attends vour flame.“ 

Ce. Sir, I ſhall obey Sir Joſhua in every thing. 

Hit. e Where am I, ſurely Paradiſe is round 
« me! 

Oh, charm me with the muſic of thy tongue; 

e I'm ner fo bleſt as when I hear thee ſpeak, 

And liſten to the language of thy heart.“ 

Cz. You muſt leave me now for an inſtant, Mr. 


Wittull. 

Wit. {<< Go I cannot, 

« Till thou aſſur'ſt me we ſhall meet again.” 

Ce. We ſhall, I promiſe you, and Il ſtand to 
my word. 

Wit. ] May all heaven 

« And happy conſtellations, on that hour 

c Shed their ſelecteſt influence! 
But muſt I leave thee :? 

Ce. It wou'd oblige me if you did for the pre- 
ſent, Sir. 
Wit. Tis death to part ;---but ſince you will, I 
muſt. 

$ © Yet ſtill remember how he loves, who thus 

« Finds a delight in pain, becauſe you give it.” 
(Exit. 


* Zara, At iſt. + Orphan, A& 2d. t Creuſa, Act 4th. 
þ Paradiſe Loſt B. Sth. $ Zara, Act Ach. 
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Re-enter Charles. 
Cha. He's gone. Well, my deareit- 


76 


Cæ. Well, Sir, what think you now? th: 

Cha. I proteſt I am quite in the dark as yet, till m. 

1 ke the contents of the paper he gave you. 11 

2. That, indced, does explain every thing. — tac 

Tt "a Sir Joſhua's letter to me, which incloica the it 
blank-paper figr'd with his name. — l have kept de 

it for further uſe, by 

Cha. As I judg d. Sir Joſhua gave it him, by fal 

| a for the letter to the manager. II 
1 That's plam enough; but Witfull muſt hay an 
4 Fen it er domcthi. ng elſe ne Was giving me. — 
ng Cha. Fic talk'd of my tather's conſenting, by l 
11 which I ſhou'd imagine that it was the blank pa- m 
] \ er he thought to ive YOU. Put how ſhall Il 
1 we act in this affir: cu 


Ce. Ay there it is now! Oh fye! a man at a 
loſs, and have recourle to a poor, weak, filly wo- 


71 man to omg a plot for him! ty 
11 Cha. Nay prith. ce leave rallying m 
0 Cæ. We l, Vi ell; Vil take pity on you for this Ide 
vl Once, and: ms YO u. Dave ſettled the prettieſt tri 

plan. —You'll ey h when you hear it. or 

Cha. Well, and what is it? Is 

Ce. Here's co: „pan coming; let's walk thus 0 

Way, and Il tel] you. ( Exeunt. ſo 

Fier Mifs V apouriſh. | ac 


| N. 2 J. Fortune be thank'd, this alarm was 
groundlefs ; all my little animals are well, and in 
fine ſpirits -I was under gre it apprehenſions, in- be 
decd lUAAt was cruel of Sir Joſhua to frighten me i 
in that manner; he wou'd have been very angry 
it I had told him that his counting-houſe had ta- 
ken 
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ken fire; and yet he doein't conſider that the life 
of one of my monkeys is of more conſequence 
than all the hops, linen, hemp, and blubber, he 
makes ſuch a 0 iſe abo at——Hey ho [l---vwhen ſhall 
| tee Sir Gecfiry again ?- I am afraid I gave him 
too ſevere a rebuff juſt now; to be ſure he deleiv d 
it; but a little more humanity wou'd have done 
better, I believe. wiſh I may not have loſt — 
by ry cruelty : I ſhiou'd be forry for that, for his 
fake, for cur hearts were form'd for each other. 
He is ſo tender, fo aticuous, fo polite, fo diſtant, 
and ſo reipectiul,----in ſhort But, my ſtars ! 
— - think he's coming this way. O gracious ! 
how lucky this is I muſt run in and recolle& 
myſelf a little, (for I'm in a great flurry) and then 
I'll pop in upon him, as if undef 2nedly, and ſe- 
cure my conqueſt. (Exit. 
Enter Sir Geoftry. 

Sir G. O, my heart !---ſha]l I never forget this 
tygreſs, this inhuman, this barbarian ?---no: all 
my reſolutions are weak and impotent, when I en- 
deavour to free myſelf from her chains.----vhe is 
truly an amiable lady, and my flame for her is not 
only ardent, but ſtezdy and permanent; my heart 
is as true to her as the needle to the pole.----But 
ſoft, isn't that ſhe yonder ?----I muſt try and make 
bme kind of an apology tor my precipitant man- 
ner of going away. 

Re-enter Miſs Vapouriſh. 

M. V. (Aſide) Here he is; 1 muſt bring him 
back, by ſome prudent conceflions—Sir Geoftry, 
i hope 

Sir G. Madam, I am to entreat 


NM. J. I hope, Sir, you will not thin 
Sir G. 
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Sir G. I beg, Madam, you will not be offended 


At- 
NM. V. Sir, I can aſſure you I had no deſian— 
Sir G. I proteſt, Madam, that it was not out of 
any Wwint—_———— 

Sir G. For Sir Geoffry Ancient is a perſun 

Sir G. Oh, Madam, I a perſon ! 

M. V. (curiſying) For whom I have a very great 
regard, 

Sir G. Madam, in truth, you are too good, tc: 
kind, too beneficent z to forgive in ſuch a man- 
ner 
M. V. Your cwility, Sir Geoffry, in excuſing--- 

Sir G. I ſhall never have it in my power to make 
a ſuitable return—— | 

M. J. Your exceſs of politeneſs, Sir, claims 

Sir G. Madam, your tranicendent goodneſs in 
forgiving my fault 

M. V. Sir Geoffry, it was I who ſhou'd han 
aſk'd pardon | 

Sir G. You, Madam !---you aſk pardon !---ani 
of whom ?---Of one who am your ſlave, and prout 

of that title.----It is really an honour, and 
M. V. No more, Sir Geoftry,---no more, I be 
ſeech you. | 
Sir G. I can with truth affure you, that my ab 
rupt departure this morning 
M. V. I declare, Sir Geoftry, that my incon 
derate ſpeech ——— 
Sir G. May I hope, dear Madam, that you wi 
have the condeſcenſion | 
M. V. I flatter myſelf that you will kindly co 
flideg—— }. 
Sir | 
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Sir G. Your goodneſs is moſt exceſſive.-May 


1 crave permiſſion to reſume my former diſcourſe ? 

M. J. Sir, you have my free leave. 

Sir G. Then, Madam, I ſhall uſe my beſt en- 
deavours to diſcover to you a ſecret, which I have 
hitherto preſerv'd inviolable. (ene Thus let me 
avow my flame, and impart to the object of my 
affection a knowledge which, I hope I may pre- 
ſume to expect, will move her to make tome re- 
turn for the violence and fincerity of my paſſion. 

M. J. O fye, Sir Geoffry !---I can't bear you in 
that poſture. 

Sir G. I dare not, Madam, I cannot, and I 2m 
determined I will not quit it, until you have de- 
cided my fate. Tou are the ſole arbitreſs of it ;--- 
pronounce my doom, thou too- lovely fair one, and 


let me no longer remain in a ſtate of uncertainty, 


worſe than a thouſand deaths. 

M. J. ( Afide.) What ſweet words Lou 
are too tender, Sir Geoffry quite too tender. 
I begin to feel a kind of compaſſion for you. 

Sir. G. A happy preſage !---do not endeavour to 
ſtifle it, I beſeech you.---Here, on my knees, again 
I be 

Wt V. I vow, Sir Geoffry, I cannot ſtand the 
force of your ſupplications.----I feel a palpitation, 
---4 quivering,---a titillation, a- 

Enter Sir Joſhua. 

S. J. Heyday, what the duce is the meaning of 
this ?----my old friend Sir Geoffry making love on 
his knees, like an Athenian ſwain |! 

M. V. Impertinent !-----broke in upon in this 
ſtrange manner I don't think it's polite, Sir Jo- 


ſhua. 
Sir G. 


—— — — — 
— —— — — 
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Sir G. As the lady ſays, Sir Joſhua, it has an 
odd appearance to come and interrupt perſons, as 
Miſs Vapouriſh ſays, this way abruptly, when they 
are got, as the lady fays, into a ſerious tete-a-tcte. 

S. J. Not ſo odd as to fee you at that lady's 
feet, Sir Geoffry. Odzookers, how filly it is for a 
man of your years and gravity | 

Sir G. Gravity, if you pleaſe, Sir Joſhua, but 
as for years 

S. J. Come come, let's drop the ſubject.——1 
am ſorry I came in as I did; but don't mind me. 
I love to fee ſuch pretty innocent ſouls making 
love.----Go on, go on; don't mind me, I tell 

ou. 

M. V. Sir Joſhna, you will give me leave to tel! 
you, that your jeſts are very flat, and yout wit very 
barren, and moreover ill-placed, when you vent 
it upon ſuch perſons as me. (Exit. 

Sir G. And, Sir J>thna, give me leave to tell 
yon, that your behaviour is very ſtrange and un- 
precedented ; and perhaps I ſhall think proper to 
require an explanation of 1t.----So, your ſervant, 
Sir. (Exit after Mifs Vapouriſh. 

S. 7. Sch! I have made a fine piece of work 
here, with my coming in upon theſe two old fools! 
---'Sbuq, I believe they'll be mad enough to make 
a match of it after all.---Well, joy be with them, 
I tay they're fit enough for one another, in every 
reſpect. I am ſurprized I don't ſee Cælia; I 


am impatient to know the ſucceſs of my letter.---- 
Oh, what a happy dog will I be, if I can contrive 
to marry her !----how I ſhall mumble her !---- 
And then the money; the money !----there's the 
grand article. Odzocks, but it'll be a fine thing,--- 

| a noble 


m— at - _ 
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a noble thing I muſt go look for her, and ſee 
what ſhe ſays.——But here ſhe comes; this is 
brave and lucky. 

Enter Czhia. 

C2. ( Aſide) I have ſettled my plan of operations; 
now, like a ſkillful general, to put it partly in exe- 
cution. 

8. J. The pretty creature, the pretty creature !-- 
Well, my little dear, I ſuppoſe you have read my 
letter ? | 

Cz. I have, Sir, and think myſelf much ho- 
nour'd by the propoſal which you are pleated to 
make to me. 


8. J. Eh! are you in earneſt now, are you in 
earneſt ? 

Cz. In earneſt, Sir Joſhua !—Do you think I 
wou'd have the effrontery to jeſt with a perſon for 
whom ] have ſo perfect an eſtcem ? 

S. J. Thank my ſtars '---thank my ſtars !---- 
This is more than ever I expected. What now, 
and you really love me? | 

Cz. Oh, Sir, now you are too preſſing. You 
know it woud'n't be ſeemly in me to ſpeak my ſen- 
timents too plain. 

S. J. Pretty rogue, pretty rogue! and ſo modeſt! 
Well, we ſhall be very happy ;---ch !---Shan't 
we be as happy as the day's long ?---What fays 
my Petly ? | 

Cz. Sir, I hope I ſhall never give you reaſon to 
be otherwiſe. . 

S. J. I ſhall leap out of my ſkin! Oh 
ſhe's a ſweet ſoul, a ſweet ſoul! What a 
ſhape ! Well, I am too happy, too happy, 
indeed / Give me a kiſs, you little rogue 
you, give me a kils, 


M Ce. 
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Cz. Oh fye, Sir Joſhua ! 

S. J. Nay do, or Tl take it. 
don't know how vigorous I am! 

Ce. (Aide) Ay, mighty vigorous, I believe !--- 
Nay now, Sir Joſhua 

S. 7. Nay now, 1 will have it; I will have it, 
I tell you. (kiſſes her) Nectar and Ambr ofius — 
O gracious !----I don't know where I am !----nor 
what I am !---nor whether I ſtand or gol don't 
know any thing at all !----I am raviſh'd !----I am 
tranſported !---I'm in Paradiſe ! 

Cz. Don't agitate yourſelf ſo much, Sir.---I fear 
it will hurt you. 

S. J. Sweet ſoul, how good it 18 !—— Why, I 
am a little flutter'd !----I am in a violent perſpira- 
tion, indeed I—-feel how my heart goes 

Cz. Poor thing !---it beats hard. 

S. J. Ay, it never beat ſo before, I'll be ſworn. 

Cz. What, not for your deceaſed wite, Lady 
Winnefred Grimbeard ? 

S. J. No,---her !---No, no; I never lov'd her,--- 
never lov'd her.——Don't be talking about my dead 
wite, Child.---I never lov'd to talk or think about 
her in my life, and I love it leſs now than ever. 

Cz. Then, to change the diſcourſe, III tell you 
a thing, which I believe you wou'd never have 
gueſs d. but don't be alarm'd. 

S. J. Alarm'd !----What, have I been robb'd ? 
have I been robb'd, child ? 

Cz. Robb'd I. —bleſs me !---no, 

S. 7. Has any merchant broke in the city ? 

Cz. How ſhou'd I tell? 

S. 7 Or at Amſterdam, at nen at Opor- 
to, at Liſbon? 


Odſbud, you 


C2. 
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. Cz. Why, Sir, I don't mean any thing of that 
ind. 

S8. J. Don't you: Why the devil don't you 
fay ſo then? — Well, that makes me ſomething 
caſier. but what can it be ?——lIs the intereſt of 
money lower'd ? 

Ca. I tell you it's nothing at all about money. 

8. J. Have the French landed upon the coaſt ? 

Cz. No. no, no. Will you let me ſpeak, 
and II tell you what it is. 

S. J. Well, ſpeak my dear girl, and put me 
out of pain. 

Cz. I'd have told you long ago, if you had let 
me. 

S. J. Well, tell it me now, tell it me now. 

Cz. Indeed, you don't deſerve I ſhould. 

S. 7. For heaven's fake tell me.----I'm in tor- 
ment !---I don't know what to think! 

Cz. But you interrupt one ſo continually 

S. J. Well well, I won't interrupt you again.--- 
Tell me---- 

Cz. Why then———But, poſitively, you'll let 
me go on. 

S. J. Poſitively. 
bargain. 

Cæ. Why then, your ſon, Mr. Charles 

S. J. A graceleſs young rogue !---Well ; he has 
broke open my bureau, and robb'd me to be ſure. 
---To what amount ?---the villain !---I'll have him 
hang'd, tho' he is my ſon. 

Cz. Well, did'nt I ſay ſo, that you'd interrupt 
me ? 

S. J. How much has he taken ?—tell me that. 

Cz. Nothing, to my knowledge. 


M 2 8. J. 


Begin, begin. It's a 


1 
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8. J. And why didn't you tell me fo? 
Ce. A pretty queſtion !——Well, III talk to ycu 


another time. 


8. J. Do, pray tell me now. 
Charles? | 

Ce. He fays he is in love with me. 

S. J. In love with you !----the dog! the ſcoun- 
drel ! what buſineſs has he to be in love? a fellow 
that 1s'nt yet one and twenty,—— Ods-my-lite, 
he has hardly got the appearance, the ſhadow of a 
beard yet, and he muſt be in love forſooth 
But III teach him— — 

Cz. Oh, Sir, you needn't trouble yourſelf.— 
I aſſure you, I don't care for him. 

S. J. Ah, you are much in the right; I commend 
you for it. green fruit is always four , a naſty 
prejudicial Till a man comes to a certain age, 
a wiſe woman ſhou'd not ſo much as deign to look 
to him. | | 

Cz. Very true ;----but I have more lovers than 
him, Sir Joſhua. 

S. F. Zooks ! more lovers than him !---and who 
the devil are they ? 

Cz. O, don't ſwear —T1l never love you if 
you {wear. 

8. J. Well, a'won't ſwear but tell me who 
are they: 

Ce. One of them is Mr. Witfull, the poet. 

S. J. What, my friend Jerom there's a rogue 
for you !—a fellow that offer'd to ſpeak for me !--- 
I'll annihilate the dog. 

Cz. Oh, if you are fo furious now, what will 
you be preſently ? Sure that's not all. 

S. 7. Not all !——ſure you havn't got more of 
them ?---have you? „5 


What of 


1 2 ** . 


if 
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I 


my little miſchief, how? 
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Ce. More !—yes, but I have ;---one more. 

S. 7. Only one more ? 

Cz. No.—Only one more,— beſides yourſelf... 
And who do you think it is now? 

S. J. Eh !—By the Primmer, I can't gueſs. 
It isn't Sir Geoffry Ancient? 

Cz. O he !---He's in love with my aunt——Its 
Doctor Bolus. 

S. J. Doctor Bolus! 

Ce. Ay ? my aunt's new phyſician. 

S. J. Oh, Mr. Medicine Doctor — I remem- 
ber the fellow. What, he has made love to you 
too ? 

Cæ. He has; and J have promiſed to marry him. 

S. J. Oons - promiſed to marry him 

Rn Ay ; ſure I have promiſed to marry them 
all. 

S. F. To marry them all !——why you are mad, 
child. | 

Cz. Not yet, my dear guardian ; but, I believe, 
you'll fay I'm pretty cunning, when you know all. 

8. 7 Well, prithee let me know all; for the 
devil take me if I underſtand what you would be 
at. 

Ce. Well, Ill endeavour to make you compre- 


hend it ——They are all in love with me, as I ſaid, 


and each of them aſſured me that he had your con- 
ſent to marry me. 

S. J. They lied, they lied, it's a confound- 
ed lie.— The dogs !---I never conſented. 

Cz. I knew it very well, and ſo I determined in 
my own mind to make a jeſt of them all. 

S. J. Ah, that was clever, — Well, and how, 


Ces 


——— 
— 
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Ce. Tl tell you——1I told 'em that a verbal 
conſent wou'd hardly be ſufficient, as you might 
go back from it; but I wou'd get them a written 
one; ſo J have given them a letter a-piece, ſeal'd 
up, which I have told 'em was your conſent in 
proper form, and I have promiſed each apart that 
I'd marry him, on his producing it. 

S. F. Very clever, faith.---And when are you to 
make good your promiſe? 

Cz. Immediately. I have appointed them 
all to be here in about a quarter of an hour. 
Then, when I have got 'em all together — 
But it doesn't ſignify explaining it to you: as Bayes 
ſays, you'll underſtand it better when you ſee it. 

S. F. I do partly gueſs how it'Il be.---But what 
have you done with the blank paper I gave you a 
few minutes ago *----You have no further occaſion 
for it now. 

Ce. (Afide) I expected this No ; Ihave 
fealed it up here, it's incloſed in this letter to you; 
but I muſt beg of you not to break the ſeal till I 
have got all my ſparks together. lt 'll be the 
fineſt mortification to 'em, when each thinks he 
has it, to ſhew 'em that you have it yourſelf, and 
my conſent too in the letter. 

8. J. Ay, I profeſs it will be very comical —— 
Well, III do juſt as you wou'd have me. 

Ce. (Afide) Then all's ſafe; if he had open'd 
it, my plot was ruined. 
S. 7. Well, give me a kiſs now, you young 

baggage. 

Cz. There.----(he hifſes her) Go away now, 
and let me prepare to receive them. 97 
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S. J. Ay ay; — what a ſweet little contriver 


it is !——Oh Il be as happy- Lord I'll be as 
happy as if I had all the riches of the mines 
of Peru! (Exit. 


Ce. Well I think I have managed this little 
affair very prettily conſidering. I have enough of 
buſineſs on my hands to perplex a miniſter of 
ſtate.---O'my conſcience my little brain 's almoſt 
turn'd with it.---But here comes my confederate. 

Enter Charles. 

Cha. Well, my deareſt Cælia, have you fix'd 
every thing ? 

Ce. Ay, as nice as can be.---I have given all 
three of them letters a piece, which each of 'em 
is perſuaded contain the blank-paper ;---but when 
they come to open them | 

Cha. Which I ſuppoſe you had deſired them 
not to do till the proper time ? 

Cz. Till I call on them to produce it.---That's 
the ſignal. | 

Cha. Very right.---But I have got the real 
blank properly filled up, with Sir Joſhua's conſent 
in the exacteſt form, to our marriage. 

Cz. So as he can't go back from it? 

Cha. I defy him. 

Cz. Very well.---It's drawing near the time my 
ſparks are to come ; I muſt be ready for them.--- 
You may come in as ſoon as you will, for none 
ef them ſuſpe& you but my guardian. 

Cha. What! does he know. 

Cz. I found it neceſſary to tell him the whole; 
and he is very eaſy about it, for he imagines it's 
you that are to be baulk'd. 


Cha. I 
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Cha. I underſtand and, on that ſuppoſition, 
thinks himſelf quite ſecure.— 


So, when we think we ve reach d thewiſh'd-for goal. 
Fierce diſappointment oft' deſtroys the whole. 


( Exeunt. 
END FT ACT. IV. 


8 Pang un * 


„ . 


SCENE continues. 


Enter Dr. Bolus. 
Bol. H OW prodigiouſly fond this Miſs Wood- 


ville is of me !---If I wasn't conſcious of 
my ſuperior merit, I ſhould think it were an ignis- 
fatuus, a deceptio-viſus ; J cou'dn't believe it were 
real.---How eagerly ſhe ran to give me back the 
blank paper, and to tell me to come immediately 
and get her final conſent from her own mouth be- 
fore all the family !---Thirty thouſand pounds !--- 
a fine thing, faith ; will ſettle me very genteelly in 
the world; the only thing, indeed, that I ſtand in 
need of.---It will reflect a fort of luſtre on my 
natural talents, which (having a refrangible quality 
inberent in them) will reverberate upon the whole 


world egad!---] ſhall have all the practice of the 


town; all the practice of the town is the leaſt I 
can have.---Im reſolved Ill keep up a proper de- 
gree of dignity and importance; they ſhan't make 
a back of me. No no:;---When I have made a 


pretty 
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pretty tolerable fortune, about a hundred thouſand 
pounds —-ay, a hundred thouſand pounds no 
too ſmall.---Say two hundred thouſand pounds; I 
think Icou'd fit down content with that; tho' with 
the talents I have, I might make conſiderably 
more ; but I am quite modeſt, quite within bounds. 
Well, ſay two hundred thouſand pounds; with 
that I'll retire into the country; buy a fine eſtate 
build a noble houſe---Oh, an abſolute palace, an 
abſolute palace and then I am determined I'll 
ſet up as candidate to repreſent the county in 
parliament : I'll undoubtedly ſucceed, —undoubt= 
edly:— Then, when once I am there, I'll eaſily 
get myſelf knighted. —Sir Ephraim Bolus !—en- 
chanting ſound !_Well, now I am a knight, I 
make a loud clamour againſt the miniſtry, talk of 
whig-principles, the liberty of the preſs, and ſo on, 
(the common cant!) and flap, to buy me off, I 
am made a peer of the realm—a peer of the 
realm ſoftly, what title ſhall I chuſe ? 
Lord no matter——As ſoon as I'm a Peer, I'll 
have ſome fine poſt, ſuch as Lord Chamberlain, 
High-ſteward, or Firſt Lord of the Treaſury ; III 
be lord lieutenant of the county, and juſtice of the 
peace——well, I go on very faſt.---What ſhall I 
be next? Let me ſee.---By Jupiter there's no know- 
ing what T might arrive at in a ſhort time; I pro- 
teſt, I might come at laſt to be the ſecond perſon 
in the kingdom. But here comes ſome one: 
I muſt contain myſelf. 
Enter Charles. 

Cha. (Afide) Right—here is one of our lovers 
come already. 

Bol. So my dear, your Servant, 
N 5 N Cha, 
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* Cha. (Afide) Familiar !—I am glad to ſee 


you, my dear.---Pray what brings you hear my 
dear ?---May I aſk the Queſtion, my dear ? 

Bol. ( Afide) By the ſoul of Æſculapius, I fancy 
he jeſts,---If J thought ſo-——but III repel my 
anger.— Your demand, Sir, is extraordinary, 
(not to ſay reprebenſory and is nearly equivalent 
to that which was put to me within theſe few 
hours by your father.---Such raillery, or rather 
jeſting and mockery ; ſuch dicacitation (to expreſs 
myſelf more learnedly) when vented upon the 
higheſt of all profeſſions, may indeed make folly 
titter, or malignance grin ; but will never be ſuffi- 
ciently penderous to perſuade, or even in the mi- 
nuteſt manner to affect, the noble Science of 
healing, vulgarly called medicine. 

Cha. You think ſo? | 

Bol. Perſons who act in this manner I have 
deſcribed, will always be regarded by a great 
ſoul, as the generous lion regards the yelping 
cur at his heels.---When inſets only buzz, to 
heed them were ridiculous; but when they at- 
tempt to ſting, it is fit they ſhould be cruſhed. 

Cha: This you give now as-your private opinion 
of the matter ? | FITS 

Bol. My opinion, Sir, in this caſe (as in all others 
without exception) is folinded.---I challenge the 
world, the malevolent world (ever envious of 
ſuperior merit) to diſcover any thing concluſive, 
unſupported, ill-grounded, fragile or unſtable, or 
even the leaſt ſhadow of 7uti/ity, in my whole 
argument, conſidered ab/traftedly or colletively. 

Cha. I fancy now you muſt be extremely happy 
in this thorough knowledge of your abilities, my 

Wan 3 


The AMoRous GUARDIAN. 91 


the entire confidence which you place in 
them. 

Bol. Tranſcendent abilities will ever blaze forth 
with ſignal and extraordinary luſtre; and, by a 
reflex act of the mind, will ot neceſſity impreſs 
upon the perſon who poſſeſſes them, a conſciouſ- 
neſs of his merit, which conſciouſneſs muſt ſub- 
ſequently and conſequentially make him rely with 
the more confidence upon the deciſion of his 
judgment. 

Cha. The greateſt misfortune that appears to me 
is, that a man in that caſe, is often likely to be 
the only perſon convinced of his aſtoniſhing 

rts. 

Peg, Oh, Sir, all perſons do not ſee with the ſame 
eyes. There are ſome individuals leſs contami- 
nated with the mean ſpirit of envy than others, 
who will pay due foedary homage to ſuperior me- 
rit, in what place or ſubject ſoever they may chance 
to find it. | 

Cha. And are thoſe perſons. few or many ? | 

Bol. I could produce you numberleſs proofs of 
what I have advanced, but among ſuch a vaſt 
infinitude I ſhall diſcriminate only one. The beau- 
tiful and accompliſhed Miſs Woodville, that pa- 

ragon of her ſex, has deſigned to ſelect me from 
out the common herd of mortals, and has mark'd 
me out for the ſole object of her affections. 

Cha. Oh Sir, after that I have nothing to ſay ; 
and is every thing fixed pray? 3 

Bol. The whole is immutably, irrever/ibly fixed; 
and I am here by her eſpecial appointment, to the 
end that matter may be accelerated, and brought 
unto a ſpeedy concluſion.” 
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Cha. I wiſh you joy, Doctor. And you don't 
think there is any likelihood of an alteration in this 


affair ? 


Bol. Alteration not even the lighteſt appre- 
henſion of a procraſlination.— The thing is to be 
finally adjuſted e in hoc tempore Sir, * illico', inſtan- 
taneouſly ;---inſtantaneoully Sir. 

Cha. I proteſt I am glad to hear it. 

Bol. I am obliged to you, and when we are 
married, I don't know but it may lie in my power 
to do you ſome important ſervices. 

Cha. You are very good,---I hope you won't 
forget me. 

Bol. ( Aſide) Egad he makes his court to me 
already No, you may depend upon it, ex- 
cept you ſhould forfeit my eſteem by ſome mil- 
conduct in futuro. 


Cha. (Aide) Amazing impudence |!———lI can- 


not expreſs how much I am indebted to you. 


Bol. No no---not at all.---You are my friend 
you know.---My very good friend.---Depend upon 
it, I'll think of you whenever any thing offers; 
depend upon it.---I have more than a bare vellity 
to ſerve you; I am impelled to it by the regard 
T have for you.---Ill think of you——aſlure your 


ſelf I will. 


Cha. J am quite happy, Sir, in that kind aſſu- 
Trance. 
Bol. (afide) It's a fine thing to be a man of 
importance! 
Enter Sir Joſhua. 
Sir Joſhua, my dear, I kiſs your hands. How 


do you? 
1 S. J. 
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S. J. (Afide) The jackanapes ! 


dicine Doctor, your ſervant. | 

Bol. Sir Joſhua, pleaſure and intereſt cralleſce 
in producing the joy which I now feel at ſeeing 
you---they are thus c:-mcatenaled ;--your own merit 
and agreeable converſation, with a long et cetera 
of ilems too tedious to recapitulate at pretent, con- 
ſtitute part thereof; and the rue is occaſioned 
by the advantage I ſhall :z7d#ub:tably receive from 
your corroborating with Miſs Woodville in the act 
which is to complete my happineſs. 

S. J. What act, pray ? 

Bol. My diſcovering it to you might perhaps, 
on a curſory view, ſeem reprebenſible, as ſuch 
matters are more proper to be diſcloſed © in medicas 
res than in principio rerum: Nevertheleſs, actu- 
ated by an invincible deſire to oblige you, I ſhall 
be guilty of an action, which may be reckoned 
anomalous ; perſuaded that you would, if it were 
cenſured, candidly repreſent it as a ſpontaneous ef- 
fuſion of my thoughts, or as a /apſus-lingue, ra- 


93 
Mr. Me- 


ther than in the light of a premeditated and duly 


ponaer'd act of the mind. 

S. J. My dear Doctor, you are alittle out of my 
ſphere.---I am not uſed to this kind of language 
upon change.—-If you'd talk like another chri- 
ſtian, I might have a chance of underſtanding 
you. 


Bol. A mind not barely tinctured with, but 


in a manner immerſea in the profoundeſt erudition, 


can with difficulty deliver it's conceptions in the 
trite hackney d expreſſions u/itated by the lower 
orders of the creation, the vulgar herd, the un- 
diſtinguiſhed many.---No, Sir Joſhua,---it's latent, 

Not- 
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not-to-be-hidden, ſcintillant qualities, will involun- 
tarily unfold themſelves to the admiration of the 
learned, and the aſtoniſhment and confuſion of 
the ignorant. 

S. J. You are in the clouds ſtill, Doctor. I am 
as much at a loſs as ever. 

Bol. Charles, my dear, do you explain this 
matter to Sir Joſhua (Half Afide) ordinary ca- 
pacities are beſt underſtood by each other. ; 

Cha. ( Afide) Inſufferable intolence !——— Sir 

Joſhua, the thing that the doctor has taken fo 
much uſeleſs pains to make you comprehend, is 
only that he intends to marry your ward, and is 
ſure of your conſent before he aſks it. 

Bol. By George, the very thing! Upon my ſoul 
you have explained it tolerably well, all things 
eonſidered. 


8. 7. (Afide) An inveterate coxcomb ! but I 


ſhall ſoon be amply revenged of him. So, you 
are quite ſure of my conſent ? 

Bol. Innate worth, a paucity of adventitious fol- 
bles, and a redundancy of brilliant qualities, occa- 
ſion a proclivity to confidence, and give it ability.— 
I am convinced that when your mental eye ſhall 
have glanced over my perfections, you will de pro- 
prio motu” authorize my ſuit. It is Reaſon that 
dictates this; do not you vainly endeavour to coun- 


tertact it, nor exert your weak efforts towards 


* 


placing any obſtruction to my intended happineſs. 


S. J. Well, Doctor, I don't underſtand all this 


perfectly; but we'll refer it to the lady: I ſee her 
coming. * . 
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my Enter Cælia. 
Bol. Miſs Woodville, your moſt obedient. — You 
ſee I am true to your appointment. 

Ce. I had no doubt that a man of your gal- 

lantry would be otherwiſe. 
Bol. Your applying that commendatory epithet to 
me, Madam, is a circumſtance which gives me 
pleaſure, inaſmuch as it affords me a convincing, 
uncontrovertible proof of your profound penetra- 
tion and exquiſite taſte ; for as gallantry includes 
good breeding, which in a manner ſuppoſes every 
other genteel accompliſhment, I can truly fay, 
that I am far from being unworthy of the title 
which you are pleaſed to beſtow on me. 

Cz. I am perſuaded of it. 

Bol. I was always conſcious of it alſo; but, as 
your judgment paſſes with me for an abſolute 
criterion, I am now (upon finding you fraught 
with fimilar ſentiments) more fully convinced of 
it than ever. — But, Madam, it is now high time 
for me to claim the efe&uation of your promiſe, 
and to call on you to declare me in preſence of theſe 
gentlemen, the happy mortal, doom'd by his auſ- 
picious ſtars to enjoy the moſt ſuperlative degree 
of ſublunary felicity in the legal poſſeſſion of your 
divine beauties. 

Cz. There is another gentleman, Doctor, whoſe 
preſence is requiſite on this occaſion. 

Bol. Another gentleman !---may I be permitied 
to enquire ? 

Cz. It's your friend, Mr. Witfull, Sir. 

Bol. Mr. Witfull ! 

Cz. Yes Sir.---I proteſt I think I hear him--- 
(Afide) Ay, here comes my dramatic lover. A 
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Wit. (within) ** Shine out, appear, be found, 

my lovely Zara; 

ce Impatient eyes attend; the rites expect thee; 

« And my devoted heart no longer brooks 

* This diſtance from its foftner.--All the lamps 

« Of nuptial love are lighted and burn pure, 

Enter Wittull. 

« As if they drew their brightneſs from thy 

6e bluſhes.” 

Bol. How's this ? 

(afide to Bolus) Don't let this make you 
uneaſy ; he has put it in his head that I am fond 
of him, but he'll find himſelf miſtaken. 

Wit. Speak, my Lavinia, ſpeak ſome heav'nly 

% news, 
* And tell me how the gods deſign to treat us.” 
Cha. You have a great averſion to plain proſe, 
Mr. Witfull. 

Wit. Proſe, Sir, is not a language fit for love, 
ITis verſe alone can ſuit that charming paſſion. 
+ «© But what a fool am I to chat with you, 

When I ſhou'd entertain my beauteous bride, 

* And ſeal the title with a lovely kiſs ? 

Ce. Softly, Mr. Witfull —Stay till the title is 


confirm'd. 


Wit. || Madam, in fine, my buſineſs aſketh 
* haſte, . 

* Andev'y day I cannot come to wo. 
« Let ſpecialties be therefore drawn betwixt us, 
1 That cov'nant's may be kept on either hand. 
Bol. ( Afide to MY Poor V itfull ---he thinks 


hes ſure of her. 


Zara, Act 38 d. + Cain ties, AR od 
I Taming of a . I AR 3d. Ditto, Act Us ; 
at 


] 


e. 
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Cha. Ay, but you bo better things. 
Bol. So 1 do,---h2, ha, ha !---fo 1 do.---But don't 
undeceive him yet. his diverts me. 
Wit. F< I have poſſeſt you, Ma'am, of what I 
e purpoſe.” 

Cz. Is every thing ready? the articles and 

Mit. e Swift as occaſion I myſelf will fly'—— 

Ce. Not ſo faſt, Mr, Witfull ;----there's time 
enough. 

Mit. * With what a leaden and retarding 

«« weight 

“ Doth expectation load the wing of time?“ 
Dear Madam, let us not trifle away the precious 
hours.---Suffer me to intreat you 

Cz. Well, Sir, ſince you are ſo eager, I have no 
objection. 

Mit. “ What dulcet ſound ſtrikes o'er my rap- 

cc turd fenſe! 

« Warble it echo thro' your ſhady groves, 

% Winds bear it on your roſy wings to heav'n, 

« Miſs Woodville's mine!“ 

S. J. (Afide.) My poor friend Jerom will find 
himſelf damnably out here ! 

Cz. But firſt it will be neceſſary to produce Sir 
Joſhua's conſent —You told me you had it, Mr. 
Witfull ? 

S. J. (Ade) Now comes the tickliſh point. 

Bol. ( Afide to Charles) It's I that have it.---you'll 
ſee how diſappointed he'll be. 

Mit. You ſhall fee it by all means. By all 
means ;—here,---here it is. (Takes out a letter) 


5 Merchant of Venice, Ad 4th, © Mourning Bride, Act 3d. 
5 * Elfrida, + Tate's Lear, Act 5th, 


O =. "th 


Ms 
gf: The Ann % b iA. 


Bol. (Takes it from him aud reads) «© Ma dam, 


«« you muſt know that I am moſt monſtruouſly | in 
% love with you, and want to marry you.“ 


S. J. (Aſide) How the devil did that letter come 


into his hands? 


Bl. Is this Sir Joſhua's conſent, Mr. Witfull ? 
Mit. What the devil ! ſurely 1 had it. (Searching 
bis pockets) 

Bol. Ay, you may ſearch, my dear Witfull, but 
it will be very long before you find it. 

1 * ſee my doom, I read it with broad eyes, 

As plain as if I faw the book. of fate. 

e Yet I will muſter all my ſpirits up.” 
Miſs Woodville, pray did not I give you a blank 
paper, with Sir Joſhua's name fign'd to it, about 
halt an hour ago. 

Ce. No, Sir; the paper which you gave me was 
that individual letter, which, you fee, I ſent you 
back. 

Mit. Th important queſtion, fearful to be re- 

&« ſolv'd, 

« Ts cleard to me; 3 1 ſee where it un end, 

And need enquire no more.“ 

Bol. Faith, I think you'll do ny well to make 
yourſelf as eaſy as you can about it. My poor 
W I pity thee. 

S. J. So do I.---By the Primmer, I pity my poor 
friend Jerom.---I do Adel 

Mit. & But one ſtroke more, and that ſhall be 

« my laſt,” | 

Madam, if you ever entertained any ſerious thoughts 

of me for a huſband, what hinders our concluding 
matters without this conſent | 3 

t Theodoſius, Act 3d. || + Ifabella, Act 5th. + Dryden, 

| . * 


The Anon res pits; 99 


Ce. Mr. Witfull, il4ave more lovers here than 
you are aware of; and 1 have made a general pro- 
miſe, that which-ever of them has Sir Joſhua's 
conſent, I will give my hand to him. The 
promiſe I made to you was cnly conditional, as 
well as that; fo that now Iam quite free from 
any engagement on account of it. 

Mit. © Are theſe my triumphs, theſe my pro- 
| & mis d joys ? 
* "Tis faid that I am raſh, of haſty humour, 

« But I appeal to the immortal gods, 

If ever petty, poor, provincial ſcribler, 

«« Had temper like to mine!“ 

Bol. You'd fret a little more, I believe, Witfull, 
if I told you that I had it. 

Mit.“ To vouch that is no proof, 

© Without ſome certain, and more overt teſt, 

© Than theſe poor habits, and thin likelihoods, 

« Seem to prefer againſt me.” | 
Bol. Oh, you want proof !----Well, well, yo 
ſhall have it. | 

Cha. Mr. Witfull, I aſſure you that I am ſorry 
for this accident; but I hope it will be a leſſon to 
you for the future, to keep modeſtly within your 
proper ſphere, and not imprudently ſoar higher 
than becomes you. 

Wit. 4] am unfortunate, but not aſham'd 

& Of being ſo.” 

Bol. Now comes my turn. Madam, I call 
on you to fulfill that kind promiſe you were juſt 
now pleaſed to make ; which (tho' ſeemingly ge- 


« Orphan of China, Act p th. Alexander, Ad 4th. 
+ Othello, Act iſt. 1 Oroonoko, Act iſt. 
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neral) was, you are coniſ dus, only intended for 
me. 

Wit. ( Afide) [lee It will not, nor it cannot come 

* to good.“ 

2 I am ready to fulfill my promiſe, Sir. 

J. (aſide to Charles) Now, mind the raſcal, 
mind whe 

Cz. You ſay you have got this blank paper, 
Doctor? 

Bol. Ves, Madam, and wou'd part with my life 
ſooner than looſe an atom of it. Shall I ex- 
75% it to the view of the company ? 

Cz. Certainly, Sir. 

Bol. Be witneſs then, Gentlemen, of my r 2. 
5 — tho fluſh'd with ſucceſs, and bleſt in 
the completion of my wiſhes, I ſhall not foiget my 
friends. Witfull, III contr:ve and do ſome- 
thing for you — charles, my dear, I told you I'd 
think of you; you may expect ſomethinł conſi- 
derahle.—--Sir Joſhua, it may be in my power to 
ſerve you too. 

S. J. Faith, may be ſo, but I won't believe it 
till TRE 

Bol. As you pleaſe, but it will indubitably lie in 
my power, if I have it in my inclination-—If 
you demecan yourſelf properly towards me, I ſhall 
introduce you into the great world, which (not to 
offend you) you ſeem but little acquainted with. 
S. J. You are very civil indeed, Doctor, to pro- 
_ © vide for all your friends in this kind manner. 
But where 1 is this conſent of mine ?---I'd be glad to 
„ 


Hamlet, Act ift. 


Bol. 
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Bol. See it l——ha, 104, ha !---O Lord, Sir, to be 
ſure, you ſhall ſee it. See It !---ay, ay,----you 
ſhall tee it, to be ſure. 

S. J. Well, we'll ſee. 

Wit. Let me have a look at it, my dear Doctor. 

; Cha. I ſhould be glad to ſee it too. 

Bol. So you ſhall.---You ſhall all ſee it. 

, Aſide They are ready to burſt with envy ! 
Now, Gentlemen, now mind; do you ſee this? 


L (Sbews a letter.) 
1 S. J. Open it, open it. 
Bel. There, Sir, now its open. — (Goes to read) 

Damnation !---What's this: (reads) Sir, This 
3 e ſerves to acquaint you with the following; viz. 
n © 'The bearer hereof, to wit, Jerom Eraſmus Wits 
y +. * full,“ — 
> Omn. Ha, ha, ha! 
d S. J. Why, Doctor, there's ſome miſtake here. 
1— Bol. Madam, I ſuppoſe it's in your power to ex- 


to plain this. | 
Cz. I don't think it needs any explanation, Sir. 
it It appears you have not the blank paper, and 
therefore you can have no further pretenſions. 
in Wit. Doctor, what will you do for me ?—Il 
If take nothing, I can tell you, under a thouſand a- 
all! year. 


to S. J. You muſt introduce me into the great 
| world, Doctor. I hope you won't forget me. 
o- Cha. You ſaid you wou'd think of me too. 


— I expect ſomething conſiderable from your patro- 
to T 1 | 
Wits 6% Oh, Sir, preſs not a fallen man too far: 
« My heart weeps to ſee him.” 
K. Henry VIII. Act zd. | 
30 A Mika a Bol. 
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Bol. (Afide) This wouyd make a man mad. I 


cannot bear it— In ſhort, I have been baſely 
uſed, and I'll publiſh it in the face of the world. 
(Going) 


8. J. Nay, don't run away. There will cer- 

tainly be a wedding: and, tho' you can't be the 
bridegroom, you may be a gueſt. 

Wit. e My Lord, entreat him by no means to 

* hav. (To Sir Joſhua.) 

Cha. You'll give me leave to tell you, Doctor, 

that you have cut a very ridiculous figure here, in 

aſſuming an importance which you are not in any 

ſhape entitled to.---The only way you have now 

to make attonement, is by following another courſe, 


and behaving with more modeſty for the future. 


Bol. (Afide) Damn it! muſt I be reduced to the 
mortifying humiliation of taking advice too ? 


What a curſt piece of work I have made on't! 


S. 7 I hope your pride is a little humbled, Mr. 
Medicine Doctor. Well now, Cælia, I be- 
heve we may conclude our little matters. What 
fay you, child ? 

Cz. Sir, I have no objection. 

S. J. That's well ſaid. Then, Gentlemen, 
I am to tell you, that this young lady has more 
fenſe than you might poſſibly imagine; and that, 
feeing the folly of taking ſuch feather-brain'd 
empty-pates as you, ſhe has prudently made choice 


of a wiſe, ſenſible man, not indeed quite in the 
prime of his youth, but yet by no means paſt the 


vigour of lite neither. 


wit. (afidt) Could ſhe be filly enough to take 


« King Lear, AQ. 2d. 


the 
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the old man after all? Pray who is this wiſe 


gentleman ? 


8. J. This wife gentleman, Mr. Jerom, is my- 
ſelf; now are you fatisfied ?---I thought you knew 
it before. : 

Wit.* « T am a little flow of credit, Sir, 

In the ſincerity of women's actions.“ 

+ © But, if 't be true, 

' © By heav'n, I ſay, that it is wond'rous ſtrange!” 

Cz. Won't you ſhew this paper, Sir Joſhua, for 
the ſatisfaction of the company? 

S. 7. Oh, by all means. 

(Takes a letter out of his pocket.) 

Bol. (afide) What the duce ! has he got this pa- 
per ? 

8. J. (opens it) There's a letter to me.— Shall 
J let them hear it ? 

Cz. You may, Sir. 

S. J. Then, Charles, do you read it. 
( A/ide) TIl vex the puppy, for he's fond of her too 
it ſeems. 

Wit. 1. Love, what a poor omnipotence haſt 

« thou 

« When gold can buy thee ? 

Cha. (reads) “ Sir. My conduct hitherto, I 
« flatter myſelf, muſt have appeared to you full of 
« duty and and reſpect.” 

S. J. Duty and reſpect !---ſo it has.---Very well. 

Cha. (continues) Duty and reſpect. But I 
* hope you will not take it ill if I act contrary to 
« your intentions in one inſtance, on which the 


* Mourning Bride, Act 4th. + Theodoſius, Act iſt. 
1 Spaniſh Fryar, Act 3d. 
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« well-being of my future Ii abſolutely depends.-- 

S. J. One inſtance what can it be? 

Cha. You ſhall hear, Sir. (continues) 

* Your propoſal of marriage to me, muſt appear 
c ſo very extraordinary, not to fay ridiculous, to 
& every unprejudiced perſon” — | 

S. J. You villain you, you are not reading as it's 
wrote. | N 

Cha. Pardon me, Sir, I am. (continues) 
« to every unprejudiced perſon, that I am pretty 
« confident I ſhall not be cenſured by the ſenſible 
« part of mankind for rejecting it.” 

S. J. Rejecting it! 

Cha. (continues), for rejecting it, and giving 
« my hand to a perſon nearer to my own age, and 
“ unexceptionable in every reſpect.” 

8. J. This is all nonſenſe !---ſhe never wrote 
any ſuch thing.---I am ſure ſhe won't own it. 

Cz. You are miſtaken, Sir. 

S. F. Miſtaken !---why, what the devil !---ſure 
it can't be !---it isn't poſſible ! 

Cz. Indeed it is, Sir; it's very true. 

Bol. (Aſide) It's ſome comfort that he's baulk'd 
too.---At leaſt, I'm not the only one. 

S. J. And you own it ?----You own that you 
wrote that letter? | 

Cz. I did write it, Sir; I own it. 

S. J. And you were in earneſt ? 

Ce. Why, Sir, © do you think I would have the 
« effrontery to jeſt with a perſon for whom I have 
« ſo perfect an eſteem? 

S. J. Why, you you but I won't be an- 
gry. You prevaricating toad you wicked 
but I won't call names. But, by the Prim- 

mer, 


yew 


{obey me; 


\ 
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Pak you little jade you, I cou'd find it in my 
cart 
Cz. Come, my dear guardian, don't be fo furious. 
8. J. So turicns !----odheart ! But ] won't 
{wear,---I won't put myiclt in a paſſion -In be 
calm. Sblood! what cou'd make you do it ?--- 
What cou d 8 vou to it? - Tell me that 
only tell me that, you diffunulating witch! 
Cz. No hard names, Sir Joſhua, I bar that ; it 
isn't civil. Let's talk this affair over coolly and 
deliberately. 
8. J. Coolly, with a vengeance ! coolly indeed! 
Cz. Ay, coolly. Here comes my aunt, who, 
I am ſure, will juſtify all that I have done. 
Enter Mis Vapouriſh. 

S. J. Ay, ſhe was of your counſel, your adviſer, 
I ſuppoſe. (To Mifs Vapouriſh) Hark'e, Ma- 
dam, do you know that I don't admire theſe doings 
at all, and that I take it very ill you ſhould league 

with this little minx, to play the fool upon me ? 
M. V. I proteſt, Sir Joſhua, your meaning is a 
myſtery to me.---you have ſuch a confuſed method, 
and fo vicious an enunciation 
S. 7. Vicious !---vicious yourſelf !---I am not vi- 
cious.—Look- ye, look-ye, I won't be trifled 
with.----You have inſtilled bad principles into this 
girl, and | 
M. J. I inſtil bad principles into her !----very 


pretty indeed l- Id have you to know, Sir Joſhua, 
that my ſentiments are ſo pure, and my principles 


ſo ſtrict, that — 


8. J. I tell you, you have encourag'd her to diſ- 
and not only me, but her own father. 


M. V. Sir Joſhua, you are a ſtrange man—— 
a>.” 1 f What 
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— — 
——— —y— 


ty 


k 
106 The AMoRouU! GUARDIAN. 


What makes you fly on thus ?---What reaſon can 
you have for all this bluſtering ? 

S. J. Reaſon !---Odzheart 

M. J. Yes, reaſun, Sir Joſhua. —Are not we 
taught, from our earlieſt years, that reaſon ſhould 
be the conſtant guide of all our actions? 

S. J. Reaſon !---damnation !——Reaſon with a 
vengeance | 

M. V. Oh, fye for ſhame What naſty words 
are thoſe ?!—You ſhould bluſh, Sir Jothua. 

S. J. Bluſh !---the devil !---Bluſh yourſelf, you 
eternal gabbler ;---bluth yourſelf. I am ture you 
have moſt reaſon, 

Enter Sir Geoffry. 

dir G. Ladies and Gentlemen, I wiſh you all a 
good morning. 

S8. J. (Ade) What the devil brings this old fool 
here? 

M. TV. Sir Geoffry, your moſt obedient . 
I am very glad he's come ; I was beginning to grow 
impatient. (Afde) 

Sir G. Madam, I crave leave to kiſs your hands, 

(Sir G. and M. Vap. retire and talk apart.) 

S. J. But pray now, Miſs Woodville, who is this 
perſon that you are reſfoly'd to marry ? | 

C2. If you'll be calm for an inſtant, I'll tell you. 

S. 7. Well, well, I am calm; I am very calm. 

Ce. Its a friend of your's, Sir. 

8. J. A friend of mine 


Cha. To put you out of pain at once, Sir, the | 
perſon whom Miſs Woodville has deigned to ho-] 
* nour with her choice is me. | 


S. 7. You !---what, you ! 
Cha. I, Sir. 


Wit . 


r 
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Wit. «« Here's ſtrange things towards, Doctor, 
«© What will be the end of them do you think ?” 
( Afide 10 Bol.) 
Bol. There's ſomething pretty odd in this indeed. 
Wit. e What mot I fear is the knight's warmth 
« of paſſion.” 


{ © I am refolv'd, I know, not to ſay one word pro 
«© or con till there's a peace.” 


S. J. (a/ide) Charles !---Odd, that's a lucky cir- 
cumſtance Then her money won't go out of the 
family, which was my greateſt fear ; and I ſhall 
loſe nothing but the wife. But how could 
you think of doing this without my conſent ? 

Cha, I have it here in due form, Sir. {/hews it. 

8. J. As ] live, the blank paper I gave Czlia, 
fill'd up.---I deſerv'd it for my ſillineſs. Ah, 
you young baggage, you had a hand in this contri- 
Vance. 

M. V. Now, I begin to underſtand this affair 


Will you give me leave, Sir Joſhua, to intercede in 
favour of the young people ? 


Sir G. 1 join my entreaties, Sir. | 

Wit. ee Let it be fo, and doubt not but ſucceſs 

% Will faſhion the event in better cope 

6 Than I can ſet it down in likelihood.” 

8. J. Well, children, ſince it is as it is (d' ye 
ſee) and what's done (look ye) can't be undone; 


end ont. 


Cha. & Cz. Sir, you are very good. 
Wit. Well, now all's right ; and yet, after all, 


» Iſabella, Act sth. + Creuſa, AR 4th. 1 Stratagem, AR 4th. 


Much ado about nothing, AQ 5 th. 8 
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Sir Joſhua, I think it was a pity you ſhou'dn't mar- 
ry her.---It wou'd have been ſo pretty a match! 
Well did I hope 
% Miſs Woodville wou'd have bleſt your latter days; 
That ] ſhou'd live to ſce you the world's wonder; 
So happy, great, and good, that none were like 
6c you, 
© But now, inſtead of this, 
„Sorrow and ſhame muſt bring you to the grave.” 
S. J. Sorrow and ſhame !---Come, keep your 
nonſcintc to yourſelf, friend Jerom. 
Hit. Why, as you fay, + It's better as it is.“ 
A. V. Well, lam glad it has tarnd out fo, and 
that every body's ſatisfied, for, in that caſe we may 
make + double-wedding. 
S. J. A double-wedding ! 
Sir G. Ay, vir Joſhua ;---that excellent lady and 
I have ſettled our little affairs together; and I think 
we may conclude matters at the ſame time with 
theſe young turtles, 
8. J. True, as you ſay. 
Wit. + * Theſe are not natural events, they 
*« ſtrengthen From ſtrange to ſtranger ſtill.” 
S. J. Well, ſince theſe affairs are all amicably 
adjuſted, come in to dinner; and, in the evening, 
we'll ſend for the parſon. 
Mit.] do agree, but firſt let's have a dance.” 
8. J. After dinner. Mr. Wittull,---after dinner. 
Wit. Then let's proceed, and we'll begin 
& theſe rites, | | 


As I & truſt they'll end, in true delights.” 


| Exeunt omnes. 
„Fair Fenitent, £2 4th, I Othello, At 1ſt, 1 Tempeſt, Act 5th. 
3 | Rehearſal, Act sth. q As you like it, Act 5 th. 
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